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Independent family funeral director

‘Quietly helping and guiding bereaved families for many years now, our
family team offer guidance and direction at a time most needed’

Pre-paid Funeral Plans and Memorialisation available
Fairfields, High Street, Attleborough, NR17 2BT 01953 452455
No 2 Market Place, Wymondham, NR18 OAP 01953 605222
Attleborough@andyfree.com
Wymondham®@andyfree.com

24 hour service

Londis Old Buckenham Stores
and Post Office 01953 860210

Off licence, instore bakery, fresh meats, grocery, chilled and frozen foods,
newspapers and magazines, Lotto, Paypoint, Amazon and DPD collection point,
Evri posting and collection point, hardware and much much more

Serving the community
Open Monday to Saturday 7am to 7pm Sunday 9am to 1pm




A message from this month's sponsor: "Since becoming the Lord of Old
Buckenham, my wife Roz and | are trying to get more involved in the village and
so it gives us great pleasure to sponsor this month’s newsletter especially as my

birthday falls in March. Best wishes to all the villagers".

If you are interested in 'sponsoring' an issue, it is a nominal cost of £10. There are
only two months free in 2026, October and December. Should you have a
special occasion that you wish to celebrate during the year you may be able to
share a month with someone else.

Replacing the Almshouse roof

This is the second part of the story
about the Almshouses.

The major project involved
completely stripping the roofs,
repairing and repointing the
chimneys, replacing all leadwork
and rainwater goods and re-slating
with original Welsh Slate and
replacing the majority of the
decorative ridge tiles and finials.
Put very simply, the roofs in 2025
were as they were constructed in
1860 and it is a measure of the
quality of Victorian workmanship
that they had lasted so long. But
the slippage of slates due to nalil
sickness was becoming a major
drain on the Trust’s resources,
they could not leave the roof
exposed to the elements by not
addressing each missing slate. Due

to Health & Safety issues it
became no longer a simple job
of replacing a slate. Some five
years ago it was decided that a
plan was needed for the major
work to be carried out.
Fortunately the Trust had had
both some financial resources
and construction expertise to
carry this forward. Due to the
Listed Status of the property and
its prominence in the Old
Buckenham Conservation Area
the local authority Listed Building
Officer was involved at all times
and necessary consents
obtained.

Once the decision had been
taken to move forward and
engage seriously with the
project, a realistic assessment of
likely cost was needed. The Trust
had the benefit of Martin Hall, a

The Old Buckenham Newsletter is published monthly and distributed
free in and around Old Buckenham.

The editor is Ron Brewer of 'Crockslea', Cake Street, Old Buckenham,
NR17 1PS who you can email with your news or your queries about
advertising by going to obnewspostbox@aol.com
You can also keep up with the latest village news and see photos of the
latest activities by going to Attp.//oldbuckenham.blogspot.com

@




retired architect Trustee with
experience in Listed Building work
and also a recent quinquennial
survey which highlighted defects
and visible issues. Whilst the
internal roof structure was visible
and appeared structurally sound,
with an ornate Victorian design
there were many hidden areas
with potential issues that would
only become apparent after work
started. Thus in drawing up a
specification and works schedule
it was necessary to allow
significant provisional and
contingency sums to allow for
possible unforeseen problems.
Therefore, although they were not
in a position to proceed, the Trust
did elect to seek competitive
tenders as the only realistic way to
establish a budget. Tenders were
sought in early 2021 from four
specialist contractors, with three
responses. These were analysed
due to significant variance in
inclusions and omissions and a
like for like consensus was arrived
at, producing a total VAT inclusive
figure in excess of £125,000. This
figure included approximately
£16,000 of provisional and
contingency items. The matter
was put to one side until a review
of finances was carried out and in
October 2023 updated costings
were sought, as there had been
significant building industry cost
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OLD SCHOOL
BOOKSHOP

Quality Books, Gifts,
Tea Room, Events
and more....

OPEN FRI-SAT-SUN-MON
and online 24/7

oldschoolbookshop.co.uk
01953 550525

@Church Rooms, The Green,
Old Buckenham. NR17 1RN

inflation due to the combined
issues of Covid and the Ukraine
war. This resulted in a new
projected contract sum and the
main contractor Aspect Group
Services of Wymondham were
appointed with works planned to
start in June 2025. A local firm of
Chartered Surveyors, North &
Hawkins, were appointed for
contract management services.
Scaffolding was erected during the
last week of June 2025 and work
proper commenced at the
beginning of July. The initial phase
of stripping the existing slates and
leadwork was always expected to
be the area where any unpleasant
surprises were found, particularly
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Bob Adams
) Hestia Home Heating Ltd

Commercial Catering, Rayburn, Stanley & Redfyre

specialists
Domestic Gas, Oil & LPG
e 07900241288 07794596107
hestiahome@btinternet.com
@ Proudly promoting equality in the workplace
!‘[;3’:]{‘[“** Hestia Home Heating Ltd 15 regmistered m England and Wales. Company Number: 9021627

Phil T Co.

Servicing all your needs’

House and Garden Maintenance and Improvements,
Paddock Maintenance and Digger Work,

Mobile: 07798 564 717
Email: p.cook0987@btinternet.com

®



in respect to structural timberwork
at valleys and the close boarding
which the entire roof was covered
with beneath the slates. In reality
only minor timber repairs to the
close boarding was necessary and
the Victorian leadwork had
managed to keep out the elements
for over 160 years. One surprise
was the fact that the slates had been
nailed direct to the boarding
without using tiling batten, unusual
in England but apparently not
uncommon in Scotland. One
problem that would require solving
was the fact that the new roofing,
installed to current good practise,
would require battens and counter
battens and this, combined with the
already shallow abutments at the
brick parapet gables, would result in
the ridge line being raised
approximately 100mm. Whilst this
had been anticipated and Listed
Building Consent obtained for doing
so, the problem manifested itself in
a more complicated manner at the
brick parapet abutments. Raising
the brick parapets by approximately
150mm would require a lot of
altered and new brickwork, with an
impact on the incorporated stone
detailing. Fortunately the contractor
found a solution by the use of lead
secret gutters at the principal
abutments instead of the more
usual lead flashings. This proved
very successful and visually
unobtrusive. The major issue and

cost increase came from the
condition of existing ridge tiles
and brick copings and detailing to
the rear parapets that had to be
raised. The ridges being a
decorative feature with a slotted
top, into which ornate finials were
fitted, on close inspection and
removal most appeared to have
been badly repaired and
impossible to successfully reuse. It
has been possible to source
purpose made replacements but
at a significant cost.

But these, along with the
chimneys, are generally regarded
as the notable feature to most
observers and could not possibly
be ignored or a poor repair carried
out. Because of the necessity to
order significantly more than
anticipated, delays to overall
completion were encountered
waiting for manufacture. The
contract was finally successfully
completed the third week in
November. The end result can
only be described as a great
success and will carry the
Almshouses forward for many
decades .

We are pleased that the recent
roofing works have now been
completed, and we trust you share
our satisfaction with the outcome.
As you are aware, this was a
complex and specialist project,
requiring highly skilled
workmanship and purpose-made
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R.BUNN ELECTRICAL

Richard Bunn

We offer a FREE delivery B : ' : .
et iy LED Lighting - Indoor/Outdoor Lighting
fj . The prod ey : . ;

o e e P Ve Extentions - Rewires - New Builds

also do a terrific range

of pastries. e = 3 Additional Lights & Sockets

Please visit our website

to see our huge selection : : M ai ns U pg rad es
of products including e \ naet

our delicious deli range. x %
Order online at: R/;‘ :
-
5

::t;\l?:tonyptrkins.m.uk "f I : . 07 8 9 9 93 60 57

Competitive Hourly Rates No VAT
Part P Approved

S —— — R.BunnElectrical@Gmail.com

LEGO BREAKFAST CLUB
at Thrive
Starting: Sunday 8" February

Then: First Sunday of every month
Time: 9AM - 11AM

Choose one:

e - = baby massage classes

» Sausage bap

e S e Starting September 2025

e, , baby yoga and music &
St movement classes
e N coming soon

All Welcome . .
M Foies - Adus + LEGO lovers OB Village Hall Tuesday mornings

A Relaxed, friendly, community atmosphere

el o To find out more scan the QR code or contact

Build + Eat » Relax sally@totstime.co.uk

Q Thrive, Redgrave and Lopham Road, Low Common road 1P22 2HX

e < LEGO Breakfast Club | ({3) £5 breakfast dea! O 7483 85765 0




materials suitable for a Grade Il
listed building. This resulted in
significantly higher costs than a
standard roofing repair.

The Trustees are now beginning
to gather quotations for the next
set of improvement projects.
They include installation of
electricity to all sheds,
resurfacing of the driveway
including new paving around the
property and installation of new
washing lines.

How things change...

Remembering Mike Bartlett
These memories are taken from
the eulogy given by his daughter
Julie at his funeral.

Michael Bartlett was born in
Hove, Sussex, on 29 November
1936, an only child to Stanley
and Amy Bartlett of 17 Fifth Road
Hove. He attended a local junior
school and later went on to
Shoreham Grammar School.
Academic yes but his true love
was sport especially football and
cricket, specifically his beloved
Brighton and Hove Albion. He
joined a local football team and it
was there he met his closest
friends and between them they
had many a tale to tell. From an
early age he was always seen
with a football at his feet and this
led, many years later, to one of
his most treasured memories
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when he was a linesman for
Norwich City. The apple of his
parents eye’s however he had a
rebellious side and decided to leave
school before he should have done
and got himself a job without his
parents knowing. They went without
to send him to a fee paying school
so as you can imagine this was not
well received. He then applied for
an auditors job at ] Sainsbury in
London which he duly got and his
career with this company flourished.
After a few year’s a promotion was
on the cards but a move to Norfolk
- he didn’t hesitate and took the
opportunity and of course hit the
jackpot as he met my Mother there
and never looked back.

Mum and Dad were married in
October 1963 and lived initially in
Forncett End followed by Fordham
in Cambridgeshire with his work, 4
years later they welcomed me.
Mum went into labour and Dad
went off to referee a football match
with the midwife telling him that
they could feel my football boots so
off he went with a smile on his face
only to return to find a bundle of
pink, never to be defeated he
brought me up to kick a ball and go
to football matches with him - if
only girls played football when | was
at school! (he never did get a boy -
two Grandaughters and two Great
Grandaughters).

They returned to Norfolk again with
his job in 1970 and lived in



English buition

As a fully qualified English teacher with 24 years' experience of
teaching English and Literacy intervention in mainstream and special
school settings as well as home tuition, I offer friendly and
professional tuition:

e GCSE English Language/Literature

¢ 'A' Level English Lang and/or Lit

e Primary support for beginner, emergent, struggling readers to
develop phonic knowledge, reading strategies, skills and
comprehension

e Primary and Secondary support to develop writing skills

e Support with dyslexic barriers

e Visual stress (overlay) assessment

Contact Mrs Deirdre Marron 01953 458068/07787 229007

Osteopathy
CHRIS HUNTER Sports Therapy

TREE SERVICES

Myofascial Cupping
Medical Acupuncture

Fully qualified professionals with_ Exercise Prescription
over 22 years of experience. " b Running Remedy

- crown reductions

-dlsmantllng!nﬁ’ﬁin - ' . €‘ ‘-0 a, !!g,,)

Sfellifg N " OSTEOPATHIC & SPORTS
INJURY CLINIC - WATTON

68 High Street
Watton
Thetford
IP257ER

07919 401051

. : ——— £
{m) 07776 253 867 T f
{e) chfis.hunter.tree. services@gmail.com




Chiropody / Podiatry

Connaught Plain
Attleborough
NR17 2EJ

My clinic is all on ground level

. 07804188375

HCPC Registered Chiropodist

David Houghton

Corn and callus treatment
Nail Cutting
Ingrowing toenail removal

Custom made foot orthotics
including Plantar fasciitis treatment

Thickened nails reduced
Verruca freezing

Made to measure insoles

CH.12503 B.Sc.(Hons) M.Ch.5.

bodthepod @ntlworld.com

for Home Visits or in Clinic
Telephone for an appointment

Footcare products

Kenninghall and then moved into
their own house in Old
Buckenham.

Old Buckenham was always a
special village to Dad and he
became instrumental in building
the village hall which was opened
in 1978. He spent years
fundraising, organising village fetes,
dances, bingo etc. | remember
fondly his suggestion to me that in
the school summer holiday’s |
should knock on every door in the
village and sell raffle tickets - for
every book | sold he would give
me commission. This encouraged
me and | am sure this gave me the
foundations to emulate his work
ethic. A Christian himself he also
worked tirelessly to raise money for
the village church overseeing the
overhaul of the tower along with
raising significant monies for a new
thatched roof and ensuring that
every grant was applied for. He

was an instigator for the Candlelight
Christmas Eve service in this church
and many a year it was standing
room only for many this was the
beginning of Christmas. He was
also chairman of the trustees for the
Alms Houses in the village and
although not on the parish council
attended many of the meetings and
was not backwards in coming
forward if he felt that something
should be said.

After promotion with the then
Sainsbury Spillers the company was
taken over by Dalgety Foods which
saw a move to the chicken division
at Bury St Edmunds - this factory
was then acquired by the Padley
Group and it was then that Dad was
made redundant and had to re-think
his career path. Options were to re-
locate to Aylesbury or to work for
himself which he duly did by buying
the Fresh & Frozen Centre in
Attleborough. He turned this




SPECIALIST CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

+/Stain Shielding + Hard Floor Cleaning + Combination Cleaning
v Domestic & Commercials ¢ PPE Used + Cleansing & Sanitising

v Pet Stain Removal & Mattress Cleaning

For a FREE QUOTATION please call John on
07773 456604

business around and after 5 years
sold this and just concentrated on
his egg business which he had
started with Mum some year’s
previous. He continued to do this
until semi-retirement came in 2000
Never one not to be doing
something he threw himself into
raising money for St. Martins
Homeless Charity, | guess this
came from his own Father as he
once told me my Grandfather
could not walk past a homeless
person without giving them some
money. It all started for him with
standing at a supermarket entrance
with a bucket over the Christmas
period whilst also visiting local
business for donations and in return
their name would be in the
Christmas Eve Service sheet at the
village church. Always one to spot
an opportunity he then started to
collect from supermarkets and
Garden Centres all year round
standing in both cold and hot
weather. His tenacity clearly paid

®

off and raised tens of thousands of
pounds for St Martins. In fact last
year a new building was opened
and named after him, not that he
understood this as his illness had
started to impact his ability to
understand what was going on
around him.

One of the most proud moments
and memories we have of Dad is
receiving an MBE from the then
Prince Charles in 2006. You could
take three guests so Mum, Olivia
and | proudly attended. When Dad
first had the letter from the Palace
he was completely taken aback and
typically did not want to accept it
as he genuinely felt that there were
others more deserving than him.
Along with those who had
nominated him we persuaded him
otherwise.

Over the last few years thing
started to change for Dad and his
ability to drive his white egg van
caused us great concern.
Reluctantly he went off for a driving
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Gentle Folk

Community
Care

Promoting Health
& Independence

We focus solely on the quality of care
and support the needs of hundreds of
individuals and families daily in the
comfort of their own home.

BA!SY'S DOG GROOMING

5 i ’«) :-'-‘é';

CARLETON RODE
NR16 1RO Live-in Care
Companionship

WE'RE

: ' | HIRING TOO!
: Personal Care
SERWCES : COMTACT Us Medication Support Weekend /
‘ Shopping full / part-time
+ DOG WASHING 0181?53271'4 : waking/ . - vacancies
g/ Sleeping Nights -
-+ DOG GROOMING %’E DﬁiSY'S Dﬂg Gfﬂ(}m%ﬂg Basic Domestic SUppOFt available.
« HAIL TRIMS ' L e ; End of Life Care 01953 887187
* PUPPY GROOMS  doggroomingnorfolk@gmail.com
* AND MANY MORE -~ , Call 01953 887187 or visit our
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website gentlefolkcare.co.uk f
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Appleyard Hair

ALL PESTS S COUNTRY

SERVICES
Open Monday-Friday
(93021111 . Spm) Wasps ’ Fleas - R'ats . Mice - Moles
Rabbits » Fencing « Landscape
Saturday (9am — 3.30pm)
. . 07917203761 | 01953 433030
Late nights available by allpest10@yahoo.co.uk
appointment only K allpestsandcountry
Call today for a free quote!

01953 887067

Unit 9, The Appleyard B R T T e
Banham, NRI 6 2HE www.allpestsandcountryservices.co.uk




07445 925786

Supplier of quality seasoned
hardwood logs, locally sourced
& competitively priced.

assessment and no surprise to us he
failed. Eventually, he agreed and |
held his driving licence and van
keys. It was about this time when
sadly he then had to stop going to
Carrow Road every other week.
His memory and balance were
deteriorating and after many
months of Mum looking after him
he went into The Norfolk and
Norwich Hospital where he spent
many weeks and this was followed
by three weeks in Odgen Court in
Wymondham. Returning home it
was clear that the care that he now
needed exceeded what could be
offered at home and with great
trepidation from his family he went
into The Beeches in East Harling.
He did not really know where he
was but was happy and well cared
for which gave us great comfort.
Dad then had a chest infection and
was taken to West Suffolk Hospital
in Bury St Edmunds which was

where he sadly passed away on
Wednesday 28 January. We take
enormous comfort in knowing that
he did not suffer and passed away
peacefully.

An incredible person, an incredible
life and an inspiration not only to
his family but those who were lucky
enough to know him and those
who didnt know him but have
benefitted from his tireless work.

All Saints March services
Sunday 1 March

10am Group Holy Communion (at
Old Buckenham)

Sunday 8 March

9.30am Holy Communion
Wednesday 11 March

7.30pm A time for Quiet
Reflection, led by a lay member of
All Saints Church

Sunday 15 March

9.30am Morning Prayer for
Mothering Sunday

Sunday 22 March

9.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 29 March

10am Group Holy Communion for
Palm Sunday, at St Martin's New
Buckenham (no service at Old
Buckenham)

During this period of Lent there is a
Bible Study group meeting at New
Buckenham Village Hall on
Thursday evenings Please see event
details on 'A Church Near You' -
Old Buckenham page, or contact

@Rev Sarah Walsh for information.



Old Buckenham Swim

Private Swimming & Fitness Centre

Harlingwood Lane, Old Buckenham, Norfolk, NR17 1PT
Would you like to keep fit as a family or with friends?
Jess and Matt Couldridge would like to help
so ring 07792 510389

or email Oldbuckenhamswim@gmail.com
to arrange the private hire of the Leisure Centre’s 48' Swimming Pool,
Sauna and Fitness Room
Private swimming lessons available

THIS IS WHERE YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS CAN RELAX, LOSE
WEIGHT, GET FIT, SWIM AND SHED THOSE EXTRA POUNDS WITH
OUR EXCELLENT FITNESS EQUIPMENT.

¥
/\ Complete Homes

www.completehomesnorfolk.co.uk

01953 861254
07852 182713

High Quality & Energy Efficient
- UPVC, Hardwood & Aluminium

- Windows

- Doors

- Patio & Bi-fold Doors

- Porches

- Conservatories

- Orangeries

« Warm Roofs

- Roof-line & Guttering

ALL WORK COVERED BY 10 YEAR GUARANTEE  [FENSA
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’01d Field Barn

Bed & Breakfast

Abbey Road Old Buckenham

\

Contact
Elena on 07887 616410
01953 860074
Or email
contact@oldfieldbarnbandb.co.uk

Located on the outskirts of Old Buckenham,
Old Field Barn offers guests a peaceful nights ~__»
rest in a dedicated bed & breakfast conversion. _ =

Beautifully decorated bedrooms
Full en-suites

Luxury bedding

24 hrs fresh coffee & tea

T.V with Sky satellite, WiFi

Full sized pool table

* ok ok ok %k %

For more details please visit

waw oldfieldbarnbandb.co.uk

Hardwood Firewood Logs

* Free Local Delivery!
« Quality Locally Sourced Seasoned Hardwood
Firewood (Mainly Ash)

+ Sold Per Bulk Bag (Approx Just Under 1 Cubic Metre)
* Dry, Barn Stored & Very Well Seasoned Perfect Size,
Split & Ready to Burn
« Please Contact Charlie:

07340 258 723

Or Find Us On Facebook: C.Haynes Firewood

Quality F?l"ewobd
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EMERALD TREE SPECIALISTS LTD

"Caring for our trees and customers”
JOHN DAVISON NR16 2PF

Covering the “Seven Parishes” of Old Buckenham, New Buckenham, Banham,
Quidenham, Eccles, Wilby and Kenninghall.

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY CARRIED OUT TO BS3998

CROWN REDUCTIONS
CROWN LIFTING
CROWN THINNING
SECTIONAL DISMANTLING
FELLING
HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING
TREE AND HEDGE PLANTING
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
ALL ARISINGS CHIPPED AND CLEARED

FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
EDEXCEL QUALIFIED ARBORIST / NPTC TRAINED AND QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED
TEL: 01953 860792 / MOB 07901 917 081
Email : emeraldtrees@btinternet.com
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N, Cake, cupeatie and paent and child
cup p
classes.

Learn te decorvate yeun ewn beautiful
creations in a levely calte studio, based in

Old Buckenham.
For details wisit

www_facebook/littlewrenscakes

Cn email Iittlewrenscakes@gmail.comL' |
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Breckland Brush
Chimney Sweep

est.2010

All appliances swept

sweep@brecklandbrush.co.uk

01933 881579 / 07966 298777

Qualified Experienced Professional

Norfolk Osteopathic Clinics
Tacolneston Osteopaths
Aylsham Osteopathic Practice

Yvonne Ayliffe

D.0.,POD, FSCCO, BSIDent, MICrA, CNHC,
RMTI Consultant

‘ \ 9 The Fields, Tacolneston NR16 1DG

| Tel: 01953 789629

| Moh:07818 747776
reception@norfolkost.co.uk
www.norfolkost.co.uk

*Back, neck, headaches & migraines
«Sporting injuries & structural problems
*Muscular, joint & nerve problems
*Cranial Osteopathy for all ages
«Paediatric qualified for children & babies
*Experienced osteopath qualified for

over 40 years

€ 10,
‘ Sutherland Cranial College 1

OF OSTEOPATHY |||| I\\lll 1L
PATHY

“The time leading up to
the funeral was made
bearable knowing that
you were at the end of
the telephone.”

-
RECOMMENDED

- from a family we have
cared for at Rosedale

? Rosedale

FUNERAL HOME

We are a family business and promise to
provide exceptional care and a truly personal
24 hour service, when you need it most.

High Street, Attleborough
Tel: 01953 452538

www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk
T TR T e T
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Produce and Handicraft Show
The Schedule is now ready and
once printed, it will be distributed
in the next few months. The
Womens Institute have heard from
the Lord of the Manor, Rupert
Rawcliffe, who with his wife would
like to support the Show and be
involved.

Tip of the Month: March is a great
time to start sowing tomatoes,
peppers, celery and onions in a
greenhouse or on a windowsill.
You can also plant summer-
flowering bulbs, onion sets and
asparagus. Additionally chit potato
tubers and cover soil with black
plastic to warm it up for early
sowing.

Bingo starts again

Church prize and cash Bingo starts
again in the Village Hall on
Saturday 14 March at 2pm. Raffle
and refreshments, all very
welcome. Donations of raffle prizes
to Alison Frank at The Old School
House would be gratefully
received.

Parish Council minutes

The following notes were written
by the blog edlitor from the draft
minutes and so may contain
information that is changed at a
later date.

Old Buckenham Parish Council met

on Thursday 5 February at Old
Buckenham Village Hall. Those
present were Councillors Naomi
Bailey (Chair), Stan Burton, Lesley
Evison, Steve Gowers, Pete Twissell
and Darren Butler. Apologies had
been received from David Taylor
and Doug Irons who were unable
to attend due to work
commitments. Also in attendance
were Megan Elvin (Clerk) and
District Councillor Steve Askew
together with three members of the
public.

A minute silence was given for
Michael Bartlett who died in late
January. He was an asset to the
village and will be greatly missed by
all.

The minutes of the meeting held on
Thursday 8 January were agreed (5
in favour and 1 abstain)

Financial matters. The current bank
accounts stood at Barclays
Community Account £18,953.85,
Lloyds Community Account
£3,645.79 and Barclays Charity
Account 4,117.90. Payments for
approval included £112.95 to the
community car drivers, £6048

to Broadland Trees for work on the
Green, the Christmas Tree and
allotment clearance, £882.02 on
skip hire and £37.50 on hire of the
Methodist Church. The total
payments up to the end of January
were £6,709.31 and this was
approved (6 in favour).



OLD BUCKENHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

CONTACTDETAILS

For general enquiries please contact
the Parish Clerk. If you do not have
internet access you can drop a letter
into the parish council post box at
the village hall

Parish Clerk Megan Elvin
clerk@oldbuckpc.co.uk

PARISH COUNCILLORS

Naomi Bailey, (Chair)
pc99bailey@gmail.com
07432 652177

Darren Butler

Stan Burton, pc99burton@gmail.com
07787 168562

Lesley Evison, pc99evison@gmail.com
07796 136399

Steve Gowers, pc99gowers@gmail.-
com 07765 861770

Doug Irons, pc99irons@gmail.com
07808 611938

David Taylor, pc99taylor@gmail.com
07759 737422

Peter Twissell, pc99twissell@gmail.com
07826 375356

Julia Aitken (RFO),obpc.rfo@gmail.com

Copy for the April newsletter
will need to be with the editor
by
Friday 20 March

Contributions by email to
obnewspostbox@aol.com

’--------------
\--------------'

\--------------------’

Councillors and District Councillors
reports. Steve Askew said the new
unitary Council, Breckland is trying
to pass on assets that are
Breckland-owned such as the
Attleborough car parks to the area
council. Norfolk County Council is
trying to repair potholes as quickly
as they can. The preferred way to
report them is to go on the NCC
website and report the issue
through there. Postponement of
the elections meant that they were
postponed last year to facilitate the
new council and the mayor. Now
the mayor elections postponed to
2027 and the county elections
have been postponed as well to
2027.

Naomi Bailey has not heard back
from the contractor regarding
Puddledock. Reported many pot-
holes but please report them as
well if you see them. Welcome
pack renewal is now in process.
The original is very outdated.
Started work on new one and then
all the work was lost. Lesley Evison
asked if the Welcome Pack is a
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necessity. The councillors do not
know who is moving in and who is
moving out. Is it a priority to work
on? The groups in Old Buckenham
have their own pages which people
can utilise. Once it’s finished, the
information will become outdated
again very quickly. Perhaps
something to add into the
newsletter?

Steve Gower wanted to thank the
Community Speed watch team for
going out in January, completing
two sessions a week and with good
results. Pete Twissell reported that
the bench around the tree at the
top of Abbey Road to be replaced
with a memorial plaque and he was
asked to carry on with liaising with
the family to get this sorted.

New planning applications. \Wash
Farm, New Buckenham Road,
NR17 1TPW. Demolition of
redundant adjoined outbuildings to
enable proposed single-story and
two-story extension to existing
dwelling farmhouse
(PL/2025/1022/HOU). There were
no issues and council voted to
support (6 in favour).

3 Mill Cottages, Mill Road.
Discharge of condition 4 on
PL/2025/0167/FMIN. There were
no issues and council voted to
support (6 in favour).

Amended applications (for
information). Tree House, Fen
Road. Discharge of condition 4 on

PL/2025/1627/HOU

Access on South-east side of Abbey
Road. 500m north-east of Chapel
Green School Discharge of
Conditions 4 & 5 on PP
PL/2025/1053/FMIN

Albermarle House, The Green. Pine
Tree - Removal
(PL/2026/0068/TCA)

E-Learning on planning
applications. If any councillors
would like to carry out the training,
then this is okay. Breckland
planning is not user friendly.

Green Working

Committee. Woodchipper is very
useful bit of kit and there is a log
book that people have to read and
complete before use. Risk
assessments are required and this is
non-negotiable. All are required to
do these for insurance purposes. It
is stored by Stan Burton in a locked
area. Expenses for using
woodchipper (fuel, oil, etc) to be
reimbursed by the Parish Council.
Stan Burton is to become a
member of the Committee as a
Green Rights Holder and Darren
Butler to potentially step in as a
Parish Council member. He will
attend their next meeting.

Ottomer Pond (ongoing). The Clerk
is still waiting for response from
Water management team at NCC
regarding chasing the private land
side of things.

Parking (ongoing). Have contacted
the High School and the Primary



Quality First Aid Training
Fun & friendly
Locally based courses

KM First Aid, Wilby

1st aid courses for the
workplace, schools,
volunteers and families.

Public courses held in Old Buckenham
throughout the year.

Mental Wellbeing 1st aid training for all.

Call 07971 442347

www.kmfirstaid.co.uk
kate@kmfirstaid.co.uk
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Our next meeting is on
Thursday 26 February at 7.30pm in
Old Buckenham Village Hall

Our speaker for this month is Nanna Lay
who will be demonstrating to us what a
Danish Easter is like with its traditions.

We have refreshments with home-made
cakes/biscuits, a raffle and competitions. we also
have Book Group, Gardening Group, Scrabble
meetings and a Graft Group which meet every
month. We are a friendly group of women of all ages
and welcome new members and visitors to come and
see us.

For more information contact Delia Webster on
07947 013200 or email us on

oldbuckenhamwi@gmail.com

gt 5P

www.thewi.org.uk Charity No 278296 01 Buckenham WI

Carpenter/ Multi Trader

* Carpentry ¢ General Building
* Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Door Hanging
¢ Tiling * Fencing

No Job Too Small

References Supplied

Carpenter/Multi Trader

Over 25 Years Experience

Ben Butcher
Tel: 01953 716055 Mobile: 07876 570876

Email: benrbutcher@hotmail.co.uk

Jon Mellor
UPHOLSTERER

Antique or
Modern
Domestic
Upholstery
Specialist

Phone

01953 454919

for
free, friendly
estimates and advice




School regarding parking. High
School has added it into their
weekly notice board but nothing
received from Primary School.
Crown Road is full of pot holes as a
result of the Green being eroded
due to school parking.

Solar Farm. Response received
from Solar Company answering the
questions that Doug Irons had and
he is currently looking through the
response. Suggestions for ideas on
what the funding can be used
towards are needed. The funding
has to be solely for the community.
The Clerk to contact newsletter
editor to ask villagers for
suggestions to pass on to the solar
company. One potential use is for it
to go toward the burial ground.
Radar Tower update. Main
contractor finished the construction
of the tower and the installation of
the communication cabin before
Christmas. The activities associated
with providing a net ecological
benefit are now being progressed;
this includes planting along the
fence lines, bird-boxes,
improvements to the existing pond
on the Anglian Water site, etc. The
project team are currently planning
for the tower-top install of the radar
parts and the associated radome
which will protect the radar-parts
from the elements. This will take
around three weeks and expected
to happen from mid-February.

NEW BUCKENHAM

GOOD COMPANIONS CLUB
I I 0 N S

2 kg W

HOMEMADE TEAS
RAFFLE MUSIC

and various activities

GOOD COMPANY AWAITS YOU!

We meet once a month,
with new membersh1p
starting February-2026

For more details please contact Diana
on:- 01953 860636
Mobile:~ 07918 676014

After the tower-top install the

project will move into a testing a
commissioning phase which is
expected to take several months.
This is mainly to check that the
radar is functioning well and is able
to deliver the higher quality rainfall
data to feed into Met Office and
Environment Agency products and
services. The radar will be
controlled and monitored remotely
during this phase of the project, so
no anticipated significant increased
activity on and around the site. Will
use this time to check noise levels
to make sure that they are within
the constraint stipulated in the
planning permission and to discuss
and progress visual screening with
the occupants of Waterworks



House. Expect to close the project
in the summer once the testing and
commissioning has been
completed.

Community Car Scheme. Still
waiting for a councillor to take on
this position. The Clerk and RFO to
organise applying for the funding
this month. DBS checks need to be
done for everyone. Once new
paperwork in place a plea for more
volunteers will be made.

Drainage and embankment on
Hargham Road/Post Office

Road. Clerk to compose a letter out
to the owners. Posts to go in to
prevent cars from driving over the
new drain.

Annual Parish Meeting. This was

For the control of
moles, rabbits,

rats, mice
and other pests

please call Robert on
07743 283135 or
email
rjprown5232@yahoo.
co.uk

fixed for Saturday 13 June from
10am to noon.

Assertion 10. The Government
have brought out the requirement
for Council’s to conform to the new
Assertion 10. This requires the
council to have one generic email
address on a council-owned
domain. They will eventually
require Councillors to have a
council-owned domain email as
well. This is not currently a
requirement. Gmail accounts are
not allowed as they are not secure.
Same with the website. This needs
to be a council owned domain.
They would prefer Gov.UK
addresses but this is not a
requirement.

Buckenham House
Holistic Tl ﬁenyaies

Holistic & Advanced Facials
Reflexology
Swedish Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Pregnancy Massage
Pedicures

“Jane makes you feel completely at
ease and she takes care in her work. |
would definitely recommend”

To book an appointment & for
enquiries, contact Jane on
07956340303
OR
Scan the QR Code to visit my
Facebook Page

New Buckenham Rd,
Old Buckenham, NR17 1PW
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P GARWOOD

Building & Alterations
Paving & Driveways

Groundworks &
Drainage

Fencing & Decking
Mini Digger work

Call Paul on
07775 621721

or 07775 617100
Estimates - Friendly Advice
Work Guaranteed

SMART GARDENS

Lawns & borders
maintained
Spring & Autumn
pruning
Hedges trimmed

For a free quote ring
Vicky or Alan
01953 860451

vickyal0712@icloud.com

Larkins Fuel Merchants griowe,

Old Buckenham
NR17 1PE
Tel: 01953 861145
Mobile: 07585547289
www.coalandlogsnorfolk.co.uk

Regular deliveries to all local areas
Range of smokeless coals always in stock from all leading brands
Area distributors of Certainly Wood HETAS approved kiln dried
hardwood logs available in 1.2m3 & 1.6m3 bulk bags or
individual smaller bags - including offcuts and heat logs
Water Softner Salt always in stock

BUY IN CONFIDENCE FROM YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL APPROVED
INDEPENDENT COAL AND FIREWOOD SUPPLIER

@



The Clerk's email and the website
are okay as we own this domain.
Should we wish to switch to a
Gov.uk address, NALC offer the
following service: fully .gov.uk
email service. The cost is
£106+VAT per year. This will
provide a .gov.uk domain name
and an unlimited number of T0GB
email accounts. No need to go for
this yet if we conform to the
current guidelines. An IT policy will
be issued in March’s meeting to
conform to the final part of
Assertion 10.

Approve an Internal Audiitor. List of
internal auditors have not yet been
provided by NALC.

Costs for Fen Street speed limit
change. The study lists TRO costs
at £3000 and this will be legal fees
from Nplaw and advert costs and
design fee to carry out the
consultation. The remaining £5500
will be the works costs, a bit of the
designers’ fee to pull the contract
documents together, so approx.
£4000 in materials and labour and
traffic management with the
remaining £1500 being fees for the
designer and contractor fee. Steve
Askew would put 50% of the costs
towards it out of his councillor
funding. Old Buckenham Parish
Council would need to fund the
remaining 50%. Need to ask the
residents how much they would be
willing to put in and then decide.

Repairs to the Green. David
Tranmer has now been informed
that the repairs will be carried out
by professionals and invoiced to
him. The ground needs rotavating
and top-soiled along with the
seeds. Still waiting for quotes for
the repairs.

Volunteer Meet and Greet Day.
Sixteen organisations have
expressed an interest to come.
Parish Council to attend with
information about the Council and
requests for volunteers. Event will
be on Saturday 25 April from
10am to 12.30pm.

Resurface outside Village

Shop. Steve Gower to provide
details of some companies for
Clerk to get quotes from.
Footpaths around village. Steve
Gower still waiting for full quotes
for March. There is funding that is
now being issued to contribute to
footpaths and the Clerk to look
into this funding.

Bike ramps. Naomi Bailey has
been asked if some bike ramps
can be installed in Prince Harry’s
Wood. Not had anything further
about it with a plan from the
resident. Should the Council
provide this - the maintenance
costs would come down to the
parish council, a councillor would
need to be responsible for the
upkeep. Unless more information
comes to light it is not feasible at
the moment.
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Public participation. The question
was asked whether the website
could have a page for useful links
like bus time tables, local doctors,
etc? After the meeting in April the
Council should have an up-to-date
list of village organisations.

Next agenda. This is expected to
include Crown Road parking and
repairs, Ottomer Pond, parking in
general, Green Working Committee,
repairs to the Green, volunteer Meet
& Greet day, Solar Farm and
Community Cars.

Exclusion of the press and

public. The Council is invited to
resolve that, in accordance with
Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960,
the press and public be excluded
from the meeting for the discussion
of a request regarding village
signage, on the grounds that it
involves the likely disclosure of
sensitive information and relates to
the personal circumstances of
individuals. [Closed Session]
Discussion of Signage Sensitivity.
The signs are the responsibility of the
Council. At the moment, one family
wishing for the signs to be removed
is not a reason to remove the signs.
The proposal was rejected (6 in
favour).

The next Parish Council meeting will
be on Thursday 5 March in Old
Buckenham Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Frog time again!

Just a reminder that Spring is
approaching and the frogs and
toads will be heading back to the
ponds for their annual breeding.
The main crossing points are
between both the Churchyard
entrance and the Village Green,
and Ottomer Pond. If you're out in
the evening you may see them,
please be aware of them when
driving and walking. If you decide
to try and see any safely across the
road, carefully placing them a short
distance away from the road on
the pond side is good enough,
they’ll carry on their journey from
there. We are not an organised
group and no risk assessment or
training has been completed so
you will be doing this ‘at your own
risk’ - don’t do anything that might
put you or others in any danger.
Let’s hope for a Happy Froglife
breeding season this year!

Meet your village people
Hopefully you will all have heard
about the event in the Village Hall
on Saturday 25 April - an open
morning with refreshments (coffee,
tea, soft drinks, cake, and more
cake!) where you will be able to
meet representatives from about
20 different village groups and
societies. This is a chance for you
to find out what goes on in Old
Buckenham behind the doors of
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X\ PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, PAINTING & CLEANING

Contact us for a free quote:

. 07979 260320
L, 07393341934
L. 01953457896

<] mminstallations @outlook.com

@ www.cleaningandheights.co.uk

o Roof & Chimney repairs.

& Re-roofing, re-builds & cowls.

o Guttering, fascia & soffit repairs and full replacement - wood, UPVC, cast iron.
o External painting.

" Pressure Washing - drives, patios & roofs.

& Solar Panel cleaning & bird proofing.

o Patio & brickwork re-pointing.

( Cherry Picker Hire with Operator available.

o Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural buildings covered.
o Specialists in working at height.

v “Save Emoney by avoiding scaffolding costs...”

=) Based in Old Buckenham  ®5 Established 15 Years

mp Fully Insured

mp FamilyRun = Reliable & Quality Service

the Village Hall, chapel, church as
well as out and about. Maybe
something you find out about that
day will become your new
passion. If you are reading this and
wondering whether your group is
being represented please check,
as we don’t want to miss anyone
out, we want as many
organisations as possible to come
along and set out their stall.
Contact Alison Hannah or Sally
Honour for more details.

The Bucks Photoshow is back

We'll be sharing full details soon,
but in the meantime we’d love to
hear from local photographers
who might like to exhibit. The
dates are Thursday 8 to Sunday 10
May.

Whether you're a seasoned pro or

just starting out, all abilities are
very welcome! If you're interested
or just want to find out more,
email Sonya of New Buckenham
Arts on
photoshow@newbuckenham.net

Windmill opening days
Confirmed opening dates are:
Sunday 19 April

Sunday 10 May (Mills Weekend)
Sunday 7 June

Sunday 19 July

Sunday 23 August

Sunday 13 September and
Sunday 11 October,

There is a volunteer clean up day
on the Monday 13 April.
Volunteers for that day should
email
contact@oldbuckenhamwindmill.
org.uk if they can help.
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Village Hall news

The Village Hall Management
Committee met on Wednesday 4
February. Those present were
Acting Chair Stacey Reed,
Secretary lan Coyle, Hall
manager and Booking clerk
Stacey Reed, Alison Frank, Teresa
Kemp, Pete Twissell, Tracey
Hayden, Graham Dye, Jay Lucas
and Jenny Devaux .

Apologies were received from
Gina Stanfield and Eileen Oliver
while Pete Twissell, was unable to
attend the beginning part of the
meeting. Minutes of last meeting
agreed and signed.

The hall's gardener said the grass
hasn’t been cut due to weather. It
needs scarifying to remove moss
and re-seeding. Committee
agreed to this.

There are still some Village Hall at
tables at All Saints church, these
still need to be collected.

The Village hall Committee
would like to thank the Parish
Council for the precept grant
they kindly gave the Hall to fund
the new website.

Income this year is around 23k.
Regular users hire income has
dropped by around 5% however
this has been offset by an
increase in one off users hire. The
income this year is approximately
the same as last year but the Hall
will sustain a loss of about 3k this

year due to a rise in costs, mainly
cleaning and legal costs for CIO.
Hopefully the transfer a C1O will
be completed by end of 2026.
The Hall has received lots of
enquiries regarding hall hire for
children parties etc. Also private
education cooking class, new
weekly Yoga class, Martial Arts
class and Line Dancing starting
soon.

The Hall now has an instagram
page. Kitchen extractor fans
have been cleaned as best as
possible, however they probably
need professional cleaning. The
ovens could also benefit from
cleaning. Hall manager will look
at getting a contractor to quote
to do this on a regular basis.
Handyman quote to do
outstanding jobs, ie guttering,
cement around manhole cover,
plaster repair in store cupboard is
£390.73 and committee agreed
to have this done. Solar lights for
outside £15 each from Amazon,
the committee agreed to
purchase these. The Hall now has
a second clothes bin.
Suggestions for future events
included Chris Skinner and Anna
Hill (both talks on farming),
speaker from Banham Zoo,
Solstice event/well being event,
talk on flowers/gardening,
murder mystery evening,
quarterly Artisan Markets,



monthly indoor boot sales and
produce market.

New website should be live very
soon. Future meetings will
remain at 6pm start with eleven
meetings per year. Next meeting
is Wednesday 4 March at 6pm.

Christian Aid Quiz

This year’s quiz will be held on
Saturday 21 March in Old
Buckenham Village Hall (NR17
1RH) where there is ample
parking. They are not serving fish
and chips this year - please bring
your own drinks and (cold) food.
There will be a 20 minute break at
half time. The cost per person is
just £8. Maximum 6 in a team.
Please pay as a group on the
night. Arrive from 6.30pm for a
prompt start at 7pm. Each team is
asked to bring an attractive raffle
prize. Please book your teams in
with Dorothy (01953 456211),
giving your team name and a
contact telephone number.

Local football

This is a message from Becky. |
would also like to thank the Parish
Council for their precept grant
which has supported our local
children playing football in New
Buckenham. | have the pleasure
of looking after our U7s New
Buckenham Football team. We
have five team members from
Old Buckenham and seven are in

Old Buckenham schools. The other
teams also have players from our
village. The whole Under 7s team
are thoroughly enjoying their
football which benefits both their
physical and mental health and
helps them to form good
relationships and work as a team.
They have achieved a 100%
behaviour record (voted by the
opposition) so far this season.

Green Working Committee
Their next volunteering day is
Saturday 7 March. They are looking
for volunteers to help collect and
pile up fallen branches and twigs
across the Green ready for
chipping. They will also be doing a
litter pick.

Spring exhibition

Do you know of the Impatiens
Patchwork and Quilting Group?
Meeting monthly in New
Buckenham Village Hall it is
thriving, friendly collection of
stitching enthusiasts from the local
area. Do come and see their work
at the upcoming Spring Exhibition,
a colourful and varied display of
textile art and craft. You’d be very
welcome. Saturday 25 and Sunday
26 April from 10am to 4pm each
day. Admission is free. Sit and enjoy
a drink and piece of cake in New
Buckenham Village Hall. Put the
dates in your diary, they'd love to
see you there.
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Old Buckenham Community Car service

The following drivers are providing a service to take people to
the doctors or to hospital appointments and can be contacted at:
Robin Curtis - 01953 860736
John Frost (Attleborough only) - 01953 860841
Lorna Gedge - 01953 860669
Alison Hannah and David Hannah - 01953 861261

Diary dates for March

Here are details of some of the events going on in the village this month

Monday 2 Shelf pop-up shop at Village Hall, 9.30am to 11,30am
Thursday 5 Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30pm

Friday 6 Mobile Library throughout village from 10am
Saturday 7 Green working party and litter pick

Wednesday 11 Luncheon Club, Village Hall, 10am to 1.30pm
Thursday 12 Social Circle, Village Hall, 7.15pm for 7.30pm
Saturday 14 Church Prize and Cash Bingo, Village Hall, Zpm
Monday 16 Shelf pop-up shop at Village Hall, 9.30am to 11.30am
Friday 20 Copy date for April newsletter

Saturday 21 Christian Aid Quiz, Village Hall, 6.30pm for 7pm
Thursday 26 Women's Institute, Village Hall, 7.30pm

Monday 30 Shelf pop-up shop at Village Hall, 9.30am to 11.30am

Regular happenings in the village are the Old School Bookshop open
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays between 10am and 4pm, the
Fawns (for parents and their pre-school children) in the Village Hall
each Friday morning in term time from 9am to 10.30am, the Old
Buckenham Singers in the Methodist Church every Tuesday from
7.30pm to 9pm and the village Youth Club meets on Fridays in the

Methodist Church at 6.30pm.
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@ M.0.T station Cam Belt Replacements

. Autologic Diagnostics Exhausts, Batteries, Welding, Tyres

Fully Equipped Body Shop, Spraying,
Insurance and Accident Repairs

@ servicing : Breakdown Service

. Computerised Four-wheel alignment

Norwich I_!oad, New Buckenham, NR16 2BH oﬁice@millhousegarage.co
T: 01953 860572, 01953 860947 . www.millhousegarage.co.




ém,tfém ......

W ﬂonsm!!s!,!m.'.,
pd

30 years of Construction Experience
New Build, Extensions, Maintenance, Refurbishment
Kitchens & Bathrooms supplied & fitted
Replacement Windows supplied and fitted - Hardwood and UPVC
Bespoke Conservatories
Fascias & soffits replaced
Hard and Soft Landscaping
Oak Framed Timber buildings
For fast and reliable service please contact

Find us on:
l.i facebook.

www.iwconstruct.com
07733 152710

Always remember to tell our advertisers where you saw their advertisement should you contact them. Thank you.



