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Independent family funeral director

‘Quietly helping and guiding bereaved families for many years now, our
family team offer guidance and direction at a time most needed’

Pre-paid Funeral Plans and Memorialisation available
Fairfields, High Street, Attleborough, NR17 2BT 01953 452455
No 2 Market Place, Wymondham, NR18 OAP 01953 605222
Attleborough@andyfree.com
Wymondham®@andyfree.com

24 hour service

Londis Old Buckenham Stores
and Post Office 01953 860210

Off licence, instore bakery, fresh meats, grocery, chilled and frozen foods,
newspapers and magazines, Lotto, Paypoint, Amazon and DPD collection point,
Evri posting and collection point, hardware and much much more

Serving the community
Open Monday to Saturday 7am to 7pm Sunday 9am to 1pm




As May bursts into bloom, Inspired Flower Design is delighted to be
sponsoring this month's newsletter. Flowers have a way of lifting spirits,
celebrating life's moments, and bringing people together - and that's exactly
what we love to do.

If you are interested in 'sponsoring' an issue, it is a nominal cost of £10. All
months have been booked this year but you can book for 2027. Should you have
a special occasion that you wish to celebrate during the year you may be able to
share a month with someone else.

Murder in our Village Hall

Old Buckenham Players present
This Murder Was Staged from
Thursday 21 to Saturday 23 May
at the Old Buckenham Village
Hall. A fast-paced, family friendly
farce where everyone is a suspect;
even you! Join the cast of a brand-
new murder mystery play as they
find themselves centre-stage in a
real-life murder investigation. With
the help of a genuine detective,
can they uncover the killer in an
amount of time roughly equivalent
to the run-time of the original play?
Can they find anyone who likes
the director? And can somebody
please explain what’s going on to
the leading man. With a cast full of
eccentric characters with
questionable memories, this play
will keep you guessing (and

laughing) all the way to the final
curtain call. Get your tickets
now, £12 each, at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
oldbuckenhamplayers.

Latest Village Hall news

A message from Gina, the chair
of the Village Hall Management
Committee: | want to start on a
note of gratitude. To the small,
dedicated committee thank you.
Most people in the village see
the doors open, the lights on,
and the grounds beautifully kept,
but they don’t see the countless
hours of admin, the work put in
by our Hall Manager and
Cleaner, the grant applications,
and the calls and emails that
make it all happen.

This team has worked hard over

The Old Buckenham Newsletter is published monthly and distributed
free in and around Old Buckenham.

The editor is Ron Brewer of 'Crockslea', Cake Street, Old Buckenham,
NR17 1PS who you can email with your news or your queries about
advertising by going to obnewspostbox@aol.com
You can also keep up with the latest village news and see photos of the
latest activities by going to Attp.//oldbuckenham.blogspot.com
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the past year—not because they
have an abundance of free time,
but because they care deeply
about this village. However, | have
to be honest with you all: our
village hall is at a crossroads.
While we have managed to keep
the wheels turning, this has not
been without its challenges. We
are operating with a skeleton crew
and a tightening budget. This year
we have had to pay out more than
ever to keep the Hall going. The
village hall is more than just bricks
and mortar; it is the beating heart
of a community. But like any
heart, it needs a steady flow of
energy to keep pumping.

Right now, that energy is coming
from our small, dedicated
committee and staff. We are
struggling in two key areas.

Our events are the primary way
we keep the lights on. When
attendance is low, we don’t just
lose morale; we lose the financial
means to maintain this building.
Our committee is stretched to its
limit. Without new faces and fresh
ideas, we simply cannot continue
to provide the level of service this
village deserves. This is not just a
report; it is a heartfelt appeal. If we
want this hall to be here for the
next generation—for the weddings,
the coffee mornings, the voting
days, and the parties—we need
your help.

@
R0
OLD SCHOOL
BOOKSHOP

Quality Books, Gifts,
Tea Room, Events
and more....

OPEN FRI-SAT-SUN-MON
and online 24/7

oldschoolbookshop.co.uk
01953 550525

@Church Rooms, The Green,
Old Buckenham. NR17 1RN

We aren’t necessarily asking for a
lifetime commitment. We are
looking for fresh perspectives, new
ideas for events that you want to
attend. We need helping hands,
people who can spare two hours
to help set up, run and clear down
for our events. We want consistent
support by simply showing up,
bringing a neighbour to an event
or renting the hall for a birthday
party.

The future of Old Buckenham
Village Hall isn’t decided by the
committee alone; it's decided by
the community. We have a
beautiful space here, but it needs
people to fill it up and hands to
hold it up.
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Bob Adams
) Hestia Home Heating Ltd

Commercial Catering, Rayburn, Stanley & Redfyre

specialists
Domestic Gas, Oil & LPG
e 07900241288 07794596107
hestiahome@btinternet.com
@ Proudly promoting equality in the workplace
!‘[;3’:]{‘[“** Hestia Home Heating Ltd 15 regmistered m England and Wales. Company Number: 9021627

Phil T Co.

Servicing all your needs’

House and Garden Maintenance and Improvements,
Paddock Maintenance and Digger Work,

Mobile: 07798 564 717
Email: p.cook0987@btinternet.com
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So | will close by saying, If you've
ever thought about getting
involved, or if you have a skill you
think might be useful, please come
and speak to us. No contribution is
too small. Let’s work together to
ensure this hall remains a vibrant,
busy, and welcoming home for us
all. Thank you.

From Graham the Treasurer: The
accounts for the year to 3 1st
December 2025 show the
continuation of a trend that has
been well established throughout
the period since the end of the
global pandemic. That is one of
ever-increasing costs against a
background of flat or declining
community engagement. The
increase in costs has been the most
marked with last year’s 24%
increase being replicated this year.
As a result, it now costs almost
£9,000 more to run the Hall for a
year than it did in 2023. This is
broadly explained by two factors.
The first represents a change in that
we now, largely, have to pay for
work previously undertaken by
volunteers. The second is a policy
decision, which is to continue to
maintain the facilities of the Hall to
the highest possible standard to
both honour existing users and
hopefully also those who might
wish to use it in the future. The
replacement of the stage and other
curtains this year is an example of

this policy as it was both necessary
(the stage curtains having been in
place since the 1980s) and at over
£6,000, expensive. Turning to the
income side of the equation, |
would argue that this too reflects
the same post-pandemic situation
and of life in wider society. First is
the continued decline in the stable
and reliable income from regular
user groups which perhaps
indicates a general move away
from communal activity. Balancing
this is a significant increase in
bookings from individual, one off
and occasional users. In
percentage terms regular users are
down by 4% and one-off bookings
are up 70%. Combined, these
equate to a 2.7% increase in
overall lettings income. Should this
trend continue, as currently seems
likely, the Hall will increasingly
need to move its focus towards
the more ad hoc bookings.
Moving to non-lettings income,
this has held steady at just over
£7,000 in both 2024 and 2025
and it is the hope and intention
moving into 2026 that we might
be able to improve the
contribution from this side of the
equation. Overall, this might seem
to be a rather negative report - and
in a way how can it not be after
two years of losses. However, | do
not believe that the hard-working
members of the Halls committee
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T[O\?( PERKINS R.BUNN ELECTRICAL

Richard Bunn

We offer a FREE delivery B : ' : .

iﬂﬁi?fﬂiﬂ?;ﬁi‘iﬁiﬁd o LED Lighting - Indoor/Qutdoor Lighting
f] . The prod ' . . : ;

53 ool o i Extentions - Rewires - New Builds

also do a terrific range G

Please visit our website 5

to see our huge selection : : Ma INns U pg radeS
of products including 2 e 2

our delicious deli range.

i BEAE 07899 936057

Competitive Hourly Rates No VAT
Part P Approved

R.BunnElectrical@Gmail.com
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baby massage classes
Starting Sept’ember 2025

baby yoga and music &

movement classes
Sovdrmplicimt= 1| coming soon

" Frelt Gake oo il i ~_-,,,:
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,.'_,1“* “l"lllll:.l.ll.'.

— . |

r‘ﬁ -
‘I‘ﬁve at

E l I._ !_

T OB Village Hall Tuesday mornings
L ?j '!i,. i To find out more scan the QR code or contact
T e o sally@totstime.co.uk

e S 07483857650
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should feel too despondent. The
Hall remains in a good place
financially and is able to move on
and tackle its new reality. The
move to Community Interest
Company status might encourage
more volunteer involvement,
while our continued upgrading of
the facilities will stimulate
continued and future use of the
Hall. I am expecting further legal
costs will impact the 2026
accounts and | expect this year to
show a loss again. In short, from a
financial perspective, things
might get worse before they get
better. At this stage however, we
have the choice to push on and
secure a successful future for the
Hall - or alternatively batten
down the hatches and await a
long-term decline. Neither the
Hall nor the village deserve the
latter. As a village asset the Hall is
one of the major remaining
facilities available to the
surrounding community. It is my
hope that it will continue to
receive the future support it
needs to be so for the years to
come.

In the election of Trustees. Gina
Stanfield will continue as chair.
Graham Dye will continue as
treasurer. Jenny Devaux will be
handing over to someone else as
Players representative but will
remain until then. Eileen Oliver

©®

will remain on the committee. Pete
Twissell will remain on the
committee. Stacey Reed will remain
on the committee. Tracey Hayden
will remain on the committee.
Teresa Kemp will remain on the
committee. lan Coyle will be
standing down as secretary. Chris
Dalton will be standing down. Alison
Frank will be standing down. Stacey
Reed has kindly agreed to take on
the role of secretary.

General discussion and questions.
Suggestion from the public that
village hall should suggest to the
Parish Council that they should fund
the new lighting from the solar farm
fund. Member of the public asked
about a breakdown of where the
hall income comes from. The
committee were thanked by
members of the public for all their
hard work. Date of the next AGM is
Wednesday 7 April 2027.

Fund raising quiz

Christine and Kathryn have written:
A huge thank you to everyone who
joined us at the Village Hall on
Sunday 29 March for our fundraising
quiz in aid of Macmillan Cancer
Support. It was a fantastic evening,
filled with laughter and friendly
competition.

Thanks to your generosity and
enthusiasm, we are delighted to
share that we raised an amazing
£1,200+ for the charity. We'd also



English buition

As a fully qualified English teacher with 24 years' experience of
teaching English and Literacy intervention in mainstream and special
school settings as well as home tuition, I offer friendly and
professional tuition:

e GCSE English Language/Literature

¢ 'A' Level English Lang and/or Lit

e Primary support for beginner, emergent, struggling readers to
develop phonic knowledge, reading strategies, skills and
comprehension

e Primary and Secondary support to develop writing skills

e Support with dyslexic barriers

e Visual stress (overlay) assessment

Contact Mrs Deirdre Marron 01953 458068/07787 229007

Osteopathy
CHRIS HUNTER Sports Therapy

TREE SERVICES

Myofascial Cupping
Medical Acupuncture

Fully qualified professionals with_ Exercise Prescription
over 22 years of experience. " b Running Remedy

- crown reductions

-dlsmantllng!nﬁ’ﬁin - ' . €‘ ‘-0 a, !!g,,)

Sfellifg N " OSTEOPATHIC & SPORTS
INJURY CLINIC - WATTON

68 High Street
Watton
Thetford
IP257ER

07919 401051

. : ——— £
{m) 07776 253 867 T f
{e) chfis.hunter.tree. services@gmail.com




Chiropody / Podiatry

Connaught Plain
Attleborough
NR17 2EJ

My clinic is all on ground level

. 07804188375

HCPC Registered Chiropodist

David Houghton

Corn and callus treatment
Nail Cutting
Ingrowing toenail removal

Custom made foot orthotics
including Plantar fasciitis treatment

Thickened nails reduced
Verruca freezing

Made to measure insoles

CH.12503 B.Sc.(Hons) M.Ch.5.

bodthepod @ntlworld.com

for Home Visits or in Clinic
Telephone for an appointment

Footcare products

like to thank all those that donated
a raffle prize; they all helped make
it such a successful evening! Every
penny will now go towards our
fundraising promise, helping to
support the vital work Macmillan
does for those affected by cancer.
With the quiz now behind us, our
next challenge awaits, taking on
the Macmillan Norfolk Mighty Hike
Marathon on Saturday 9 May. It's a
daunting but exciting goal, and
we'll be drawing on the
encouragement and support from
this event to help carry us over the
finish line. Thank you once again
for being part of such a special
evening and for helping us make a
real difference.

All Saints services in May
Sunday 3 May

10am Group Holy Communion at
St Mary's Eccles (no service at All

Saints)

Tuesday 5 May

10am Holy Communion (Book of
Common Prayer)

Sunday 10 May

9.30am Holy Communion
Wednesday 13 May

7.30pm A time for Quiet
Reflection

Sunday 17 May

9.30am Morning Prayer
Sunday 24 May

10am Group Holy Communion for
Pentecost at St Mary's Banham (no
Service at All Saints OB)
Sunday 31 May

9.30am Holy Communion

All Saints Church, Hargham

This short piece about the
redundant/part ruined church of All
Saints, Hargham comes from
Jacqueline Amos: In the early 1970s
| became aware of how many




SPECIALIST CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

+/Stain Shielding + Hard Floor Cleaning + Combination Cleaning
v Domestic & Commercials ¢ PPE Used + Cleansing & Sanitising

v Pet Stain Removal & Mattress Cleaning

For a FREE QUOTATION please call John on
07773 456604

ruined and disappeared churches
there were in Norfolk. There are
well over 300. Passing the part
ruined church of All Saints,
Hargham, when out with a friend,
Cliff Amos, who was a builder, we
stopped and | commented that |
had read that the church was due
to be made redundant, and
therefore in danger of being
demolished or just left to fall into
total disrepair. | had visited the
church a few years earlier, and
noticed that there had been a great
deal of more vandalism since this
visit, as well as items belonging to
the church were now missing,
stolen or removed, the Bible, the
cross, candle sticks, coat of arms,
the altar, chest, silver chalice and
paten the hymn and service books
burned. Some years later we did
find some of the items that had
been removed.

With his builder’s knowledge Cliff
thought the church could be saved.
We contacted, what is now The

®

Norfolk Churches Trust, and they
did all the paperwork so they were
able to take on the lease All Saints,
Hargham as one of their leased
churches. Cliff and | agreed to take
on the repairs to make the church
weather tight, etc.

So, the story began. We cleared
away ivy and brambles and
boarded up all the broken
windows, to have them replaced or
repaired at a later date, made good
some of the floors and the flint
work and cleaned inside. We
replaced the nave roof, using the
original Victorian tiles, and repaired
the chancel roof.

Much has happened at All Saints in
the last fifty years, including the
baptisms of our two daughters, the
marriage of one and baptism of
one of our grandsons, as well as
being able to have three or four
services a year.

As it is fifty years since we stated to
care for All Saints Church, we felt
that a celebration was in order.
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Gentle Folk

Community
Care

Promoting Health
& Independence

We focus solely on the quality of care
and support the needs of hundreds of
individuals and families daily in the
comfort of their own home.

BA!SY'S DOG GROOMING

5 i ’«) :-'-‘é';

CARLETON RODE
NR16 1RO Live-in Care
Companionship

WE'RE

: ' | HIRING TOO!
: Personal Care
SERWCES : COMTACT Us Medication Support Weekend /
‘ Shopping full / part-time
+ DOG WASHING 0181?53271'4 : waking/ . - vacancies
g/ Sleeping Nights -
-+ DOG GROOMING %’E DﬁiSY'S Dﬂg Gfﬂ(}m%ﬂg Basic Domestic SUppOFt available.
« HAIL TRIMS ' L e ; End of Life Care 01953 887187
* PUPPY GROOMS  doggroomingnorfolk@gmail.com
* AND MANY MORE -~ , Call 01953 887187 or visit our

A X b 2 4 & F 2 ¥ ¢ ¢ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ F ¥ ¥ rXryY y¥rryyvTy¥T T T YT TYTITTY Y

website gentlefolkcare.co.uk f
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Appleyard Hair

ALL PESTS S COUNTRY

SERVICES
Open Monday-Friday
(93021111 . Spm) Wasps ’ Fleas - R'ats . Mice - Moles
Rabbits » Fencing « Landscape
Saturday (9am — 3.30pm)
. . 07917203761 | 01953 433030
Late nights available by allpest10@yahoo.co.uk
appointment only K allpestsandcountry
Call today for a free quote!

01953 887067

Unit 9, The Appleyard B R T T e
Banham, NRI 6 2HE www.allpestsandcountryservices.co.uk




J.H.Potter

Firewood

07445 925786 B

Supplier of quality seasoned
hardwood logs, locally sourced
& competitively priced.

Free Local Delivery

Produce Show preparations
Now is the month to get your veg
patch buzzing if you would like to
be entering in our Produce Show in
September. The copy of the
schedule for the show should be
included in your newsletter. Here
are the top jobs you can tackle
NOW -

If you have planted out your seed
potatoes make sure a late frost
does not damage them. Sow
beetroot and carrots directly
outdoors. Last chance to sow
aubergines, chillies, and tomatoes
under cover. Plant out shallots and
onion Sets.

Transplant broad bean seedlings.
Thin out last month’s seedlings for
healthy growth and keep an eye
out for pesky aphids and perennial
weeds before they take over.
Don’t forget frosty nights can still
catch you out, so protect tender

plants with fleece.

Our next meeting is on Thursday
28 May at 7.30pm in Old
Buckenham Village Hall

We have refreshments with home-
made cakes/biscuits, a raffle, and
competitions. We also have a
Book Group, Gardening Group,
Scrabble Meetings and Coffee
Mornings which meet every month.
We are a friendly group of women
of all ages and welcome new
members and visitors to come and
see us.For more information
contact Delia Webster on 07947
013200 or email us on
oldbuckenhamwi@gmail.com

Our tower rises

This is more information on our
radar tower from Jim Trice, Project
Executive for the Fast Anglia Radar
Project: Construction of the first
addition to the Met Office’s radar
network in 17 years, located along
Abbey Road in Old

Buckenham, is now complete

and the radar equipment has been
installed. Designed and built by the
Met Office with support from
specialist contractors, the new
radar is located on Anglian Water
owned land on Abbey Road. This
project has been many years in the
making and represents a significant
investment, alongside lots of effort
and close collaboration of teams

O,



Old Buckenham Swim

Private Swimming & Fitness Centre

Harlingwood Lane, Old Buckenham, Norfolk, NR17 1PT
Would you like to keep fit as a family or with friends?
Jess and Matt Couldridge would like to help
so ring 07792 510389

or email Oldbuckenhamswim@gmail.com
to arrange the private hire of the Leisure Centre’s 48' Swimming Pool,
Sauna and Fitness Room
Private swimming lessons available

THIS IS WHERE YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS CAN RELAX, LOSE
WEIGHT, GET FIT, SWIM AND SHED THOSE EXTRA POUNDS WITH
OUR EXCELLENT FITNESS EQUIPMENT.

¥
/\ Complete Homes

www.completehomesnorfolk.co.uk

01953 861254
07852 182713

High Quality & Energy Efficient
- UPVC, Hardwood & Aluminium

- Windows

- Doors

- Patio & Bi-fold Doors

- Porches

- Conservatories

- Orangeries

« Warm Roofs

- Roof-line & Guttering

ALL WORK COVERED BY 10 YEAR GUARANTEE  [FENSA

= e




’01d Field Barn

Bed & Breakfast

Abbey Road Old Buckenham

\

Contact
Elena on 07887 616410
01953 860074
Or email
contact@oldfieldbarnbandb.co.uk

Located on the outskirts of Old Buckenham,
Old Field Barn offers guests a peaceful nights ~__»
rest in a dedicated bed & breakfast conversion. _ =

Beautifully decorated bedrooms
Full en-suites

Luxury bedding

24 hrs fresh coffee & tea

T.V with Sky satellite, WiFi

Full sized pool table

* ok ok ok %k %

For more details please visit

waw oldfieldbarnbandb.co.uk

Hardwood Firewood Logs

* Free Local Delivery!
« Quality Locally Sourced Seasoned Hardwood
Firewood (Mainly Ash)

+ Sold Per Bulk Bag (Approx Just Under 1 Cubic Metre)
* Dry, Barn Stored & Very Well Seasoned Perfect Size,
Split & Ready to Burn
« Please Contact Charlie:

07340 258 723

Or Find Us On Facebook: C.Haynes Firewood

Quality F?l"ewobd
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EMERALD TREE SPECIALISTS LTD

"Caring for our trees and customers”
JOHN DAVISON NR16 2PF

Covering the “Seven Parishes” of Old Buckenham, New Buckenham, Banham,
Quidenham, Eccles, Wilby and Kenninghall.

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY CARRIED OUT TO BS3998

CROWN REDUCTIONS
CROWN LIFTING
CROWN THINNING
SECTIONAL DISMANTLING
FELLING
HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING
TREE AND HEDGE PLANTING
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
ALL ARISINGS CHIPPED AND CLEARED

FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
EDEXCEL QUALIFIED ARBORIST / NPTC TRAINED AND QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED
TEL: 01953 860792 / MOB 07901 917 081
Email : emeraldtrees@btinternet.com
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ﬂe&paﬁenmdecaﬁed cupcates , biscuits &
and sweets tieats.

%

N, Cake, cupeatie and paent and child
cup p
classes.

Learn te decorvate yeun ewn beautiful
creations in a levely calte studio, based in

Old Buckenham.
For details wisit

www_facebook/littlewrenscakes

Cn email Iittlewrenscakes@gmail.comL' |
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Breckland Brush
Chimney Sweep

est.2010

All appliances swept

sweep@brecklandbrush.co.uk

01933 881579 / 07966 298777

Qualified Experienced Professional

Norfolk Osteopathic Clinics
Tacolneston Osteopaths
Aylsham Osteopathic Practice

Yvonne Ayliffe

D.0.,POD, FSCCO, BSIDent, MICrA, CNHC,
RMTI Consultant

‘ \ 9 The Fields, Tacolneston NR16 1DG

| Tel: 01953 789629

| Moh:07818 747776
reception@norfolkost.co.uk
www.norfolkost.co.uk

*Back, neck, headaches & migraines
«Sporting injuries & structural problems
*Muscular, joint & nerve problems
*Cranial Osteopathy for all ages
«Paediatric qualified for children & babies
*Experienced osteopath qualified for

over 40 years

€ 10,
‘ Sutherland Cranial College 1

OF OSTEOPATHY |||| I\\lll 1L
PATHY

“The time leading up to
the funeral was made
bearable knowing that
you were at the end of
the telephone.”

-
RECOMMENDED

- from a family we have
cared for at Rosedale

? Rosedale

FUNERAL HOME

We are a family business and promise to
provide exceptional care and a truly personal
24 hour service, when you need it most.

High Street, Attleborough
Tel: 01953 452538

www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk
T TR T e T
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across the Met Office, the
Environment Agency, and Anglian
Water. As part of the project, a
range of ecological improvements
have also been delivered across the
radar site boundary and the wider
Anglian Water grounds.

These include new planting,

the installation of bird boxes and
improvements to the existing pond,
helping to enhance local
biodiversity alongside the new
infrastructure.

This major infrastructure project,
jointly funded by the Met Office
and the Environment Agency, will
deliver high-resolution rainfall data
for East Anglia, closing a long-
standing gap in an area that has

historically lacked the level of radar
coverage available elsewhere in
England.

Once completed the new radar will
extend detection reach further east,
this being critical for weather
systems arriving from the North
Sea. It will enhance detection of
rapidly developing convective
storms and improve

observed rainfall inputs for
nowcasting and forecasting. The
additional data provided by this
new radar will translate into better
warnings, which support better
preparedness, helping to reduce
the impact of flooding on the
thousands of homes and businesses
across East Anglia.

The project team are now carrying
out detailed testing and
commissioning to ensure the radar
is functioning well and

delivering high quality rainfall data.
This work is expected to continue
through to the early autumn, at
which point the radar will go live
and begin feeding data into Met
Office and Environment Agency
products and services.

Bingo once more

Church prize and cash Bingo
continues again in the Village Hall
on Saturday 9 May at 2pm. All
welcome. Raffle and refreshments.
Donations of raffle prizes to Alison



OLD BUCKENHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

CONTACTDETAILS

For general enquiries please contact
the Parish Clerk. If you do not have
internet access you can drop a letter
into the parish council post box at
the village hall

Parish Clerk and RFO Megan Elvin
clerk@oldbuckpc.co.uk

PARISH COUNCILLORS

Naomi Bailey, (Chair)
pc99bailey@gmail.com
07432 652177

Darren Butler

Stan Burton, pc99burton@gmail.com
07787 168562

Lesley Evison, pc99evison@gmail.com
07796 136399

Steve Gowers, pc99gowers@gmail.-
com 07765 861770

Doug Irons, pc99irons@gmail.com
07808 611938

David Taylor, pc99taylor@gmail.com
07759 737422

Peter Twissell, pc99twissell@gmail.com
07826 375356

@

opy for the June newsletter

will need to be with the editor
by

Wednesday 20 May

Contributions by email to
obnewspostbox@aol.com

’--------------\
\--------------'

\--------------------’

Frank at The Old School House
would be gratefully received.

Latest Parish Council minutes
These notes were written by the
blog ediitor from the draft minutes
and so may contain information
that is changed at a later date.

Old Buckenham Parish Council met
on Thursday 2 April 2026 at Old
Buckenham Village Hall. Those
present were Councillors Naomi
Bailey (Chair), Stan Burton, Steve
Gowers, David Taylor, Pete Twissell
and Darren Butler. Also attending
were Megan Elvin (Clerk) and Steve
Askew (District Councillor) along
with nine members of the

public. Doug Irons and Lesley
Evison had sent their apologies as
they were unable to attend due to
work commitments. The minutes of
the meeting held on Thursday 5
March were approved (4 in favour,
2 abstained due to absence).
Financial matters. Julia Aitken had
finished as RFO a month early due
to work commitments. Thanks

@,



were given to her for stepping in
the interim.

The Barclays Community Account
now stood at £9,169.17 and there
was £6,711.55 in the Lloyds
Community Account . Payments for
approval were £1,596.71. which
included™ £1271,39 to Megan Elvin,
£138.16 to Julia Aitken and
£138.82 to the community car
drivers. These payments were
approved (6 in favour).

Councillors’ and District
Councillor’s reports. Steve Askew
reported that Government’s
decision was to proceed with a
three-unitary model for Norfolk in
April 2028. These were East
Norfolk, West Norfolk and Greater
Norwich. These Councils will now
cover everything that both
Breckland and Norfolk County
Council covered. Old Buckenham
will be under West Norfolk.
Elections to go ahead on Thursday
7 May for councillors for Norfolk
County Council. This term will only
be held for 1 year and another
election will be held in 2027 and
2028. Norfolk County Council has
piloted a Norfolk Community Fund,
having ideas to bring people
together in communities. The local
member can contribute to the
event and the community
organisation has to set up a “crowd
funding” towards it as well. Food
waste bins will be rolled out in the

Autumn 2026. A 7 litre blue caddy
for your kitchen and a 23 litre blue
food waste bin for outside. Should
be emptied every week.

Stan Burton said that comments on
social media were pointing out
how bad the war memorial on the
Green looks. He will put the funds
up for cleaning the war memorial
and he was thanked for funding
this. Steve Gowers announced that
Speed Watch now starting sessions
on Saturday morning. One out of
25 cars were speeding. Another
was carried out when schools are
off and more cars were speeding.
Emails were sent to the safety team
at Norfolk County Council
regarding the speeding. Always
looking for more volunteers.

The Clerk said that there were
letters generated and to be posted
regarding the “give way” sign on
Harlingwood Lane’s junction to
Cake Street. Although the hedge
covering the sign has been cut
directly in front of it, you still
cannot see the sign from a
distance. It is not until you are
directly in front that you see it and
the entire hedgerow needs cutting
back. The sign on Cake Street has
been cleared.

Quotes had been obtained to
either replace or add an additional
bin outside the shops. Replace the
current bin - but keep the old one
in storage. Should the bigger bin



Quality First Aid Training
Fun & friendly
Locally based courses

KM First Aid, Wilby

1st aid courses for the
workplace, schools,
volunteers and families.

Public courses held in Old Buckenham
throughout the year.

Mental Wellbeing 1st aid training for all.

Call 07971 442347

www.kmfirstaid.co.uk
kate@kmfirstaid.co.uk

Km
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Our next meeting is on
Thursday 28 May at 7.30pm in
Old Buckenham Village Hall

2026 Resolution
Selection Meeting

We will be voting for the resolution we would like
to support. Accessible Public Toilets or Action on
Women’s Homelessness

We have refreshments with home-made
cakes/biscuits, a raffle and competitions. we also
have Book Group, Gardening Group, Scrabble
meetings and a Graft Group which meet every
month. We are a friendly group of women of all ages
and welcome new members and visitors to come and
see us.

‘\l"‘ T

01d Buckenham WI

Charity No 278296

=

www.thewi.org.uk

Carpenter/ Multi Trader

* Carpentry ¢ General Building
* Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Door Hanging
¢ Tiling * Fencing

No Job Too Small

References Supplied

Carpenter/Multi Trader

Over 25 Years Experience

Ben Butcher
Tel: 01953 716055 Mobile: 07876 570876

Email: benrbutcher@hotmail.co.uk

Jon Mellor
UPHOLSTERER

Antique or
Modern
Domestic
Upholstery
Specialist

Phone

01953 454919

for
free, friendly
estimates and advice




not be enough, put the old bin
back and pay the extra charge.
Proposal to approve this was
agreed (6 in favour).

Planning applications. All planning
applications are available for
viewing on the Breckland District
Council planning portal -
www.breckland.gov.uk/article/293
3/Search-Planning-Applications -
Parish councillors have been asked
by the chairman to view the new
applications in advance of the
meeting.

New planning applications. Old
Buckenham Country Park, Doe
Lane. Demolition of existing
shower block. Installation of bases
for the siting of static caravans and
decking with associated access,
landscaping, car parking, drainage
and infrastructure works
(PL/2026/0318/FMA]). A proposal
to support was agreed (6 in favour)

Wash Farm New Buckenham Road,

NR17 1PW. Variation to condition
2 on PP PL/2025/1022/HOU.
Amendments include retention and
partial rebuild of a small adjoining
outbuilding to form a plant room
with canopy, removal of a
secondary chimney stack,
replacement windows to the
existing farmhouse, connection to
the mains sewer, and minor
realignment of the proposed single-
and two-storey extensions

NEW BUCKENHAM

GOOD COMPANIONS CLUB
- R O

b 4

HOMEMADE TEAS
RAFFLE MUSIC
and various activities

GOOD COMPANY AWAITS YOU!

We meet once a month,
with new membershlp
starting February 2026

For more details please contact Diana
on:- 01953 860636
Mobile:- 07918 676014

(PL/2026/0377/VAR) No issues
and a proposal to support was
agreed (6 in favour).

Oak House, 57 Hargham Road.
Infill and convert the existing
northern half of the garage
structure (open car port) to create
a home office
(PL/2026/0383/HOU). No issues
and a proposal to support was
agreed (6 in favour).

Amended applications. Land to the
East of Crown Road, Crown Road.
Construction of five dwellings.
Breckland Planning made a
decision on this planning
application on 30th March 2026.
The planning application has been
granted with conditions
(PL/2025/1453/FMIN). The Clerk



to email Breckland Planning about
Section 106.

Use of Green Application. Use of
Green application received for
“Bikes on The Green”. Parking
issues discussed. New landlady and
landlord of the pub have spoken
with the Chair of the Village Hall
Committee for use of the car park.
Donation will be made to the
village hall for this use. Stewards
also having full training in regards
to monitoring cars and should
hopefully reduce the cars around
the Green. Proposal to support was
agreed (4 in favour).

Ottomer Pond . The following
email received from the Flood
Authority regarding this. The Flood

For the control of
moles, rabbits,

rats, mice
and other pests

please call Robert on
07743 283135 or
email
rjprown5232@yahoo.
co.uk

Authority suggests a CCTV and
documentation provided on
completion by the drainage
contractor would be very useful ie
location map with traces/photos of
pipework and outfall
structure/CCTV footage and
condition rating of the pipework.
The report previously given was not
sufficient and the CCTV is required
before any further progress can be
made. Permission from West View
Farm will be required for this. The
Clerk to draft an email to
landowner and to S Halls from
Flood Authority. Have already paid
for part of the survey on his land
which showed the blockage 70
metres down. The Parish Council
cannot fund the additional £923.84

Buckenham House
Holistic Tl ﬁenyaies

Holistic & Advanced Facials
Reflexology
Swedish Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Pregnancy Massage
Pedicures

“Jane makes you feel completely at
ease and she takes care in her work. |
would definitely recommend”

To book an appointment & for
enquiries, contact Jane on
07956340303
OR
Scan the QR Code to visit my
Facebook Page

New Buckenham Rd,
Old Buckenham, NR17 1PW

D




P GARWOOD

Building & Alterations
Paving & Driveways

Groundworks &
Drainage

Fencing & Decking
Mini Digger work

atchwork and Quilting Group

IMPATIENS

Call Paul on presents a
07775 621721 SPRING
or 07775 617100 lexle
Estimates - Friendly Advice W Ezi(_fggglrl;logsn
Work Guaranteed e it

Larkins Fuel Merchants griowe,

Old Buckenham
NR17 1PE
Tel: 01953 861145
Mobile: 07585547289
www.coalandlogsnorfolk.co.uk

Regular deliveries to all local areas
Range of smokeless coals always in stock from all leading brands
Area distributors of Certainly Wood HETAS approved kiln dried
hardwood logs available in 1.2m3 & 1.6m3 bulk bags or
individual smaller bags - including offcuts and heat logs
Water Softner Salt always in stock

BUY IN CONFIDENCE FROM YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL APPROVED
INDEPENDENT COAL AND FIREWOOD SUPPLIER

@




plus disposal cost (£63.75 plus
VAT per tonne). Something else to
explore is to create a soakaway
somewhere on the Green off the
pond. However, a lot of run-off
water from the Green goes into
Ottomer pond in the first place.
Crown Road parking and

repairs. Stan Burton has measured
the gaps where cars are parking.
There are more gaps between the
trees. The Clerk to take these
measurements to get quotes for
filling in these laybys.

Playground maintenance. An email
from a member of the public
asking for the playground to go
through some maintenance. The
orange swing is letting off a loud
squeak every time it is used.

HE BUCKS
PHOTOSHOW

THE VILLAGE HALL,
NEW BUCKENHAM .

| 8 MAY - 7:30PM ‘TILL LATE
S g MAY » 10AM — 5PM
>l 10 MAY - 10AM — 1PM

4

FREE ENTRY ¢ LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHERS
BAR & REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

photoshow@newbuckenham.net

Solar Farm update. The following
ideas have been provided for
when money is available and ideas
for the funding.

* New Cemetery land

* Electric car charging point in
village hall car park

* Replacing main lighting in village
hall to low LED lighting (saving
energy)

e Grant towards renovation of
windmill (changing old production
of energy)

* Fund benches and bands for
Two Wheel Tuesday

* Grant to Green Working
Committee towards Prince Harry's
wood (Creating a path through,
provide bird and bat boxes,
general tidy up)

* Help get properties at the very
top of Cake Street and St Andrews
Close area fibre broadband
(County Broadband has dismissed
further action)

» Create a safe footpath that leads
to Old Buckenham Country Park
to make it safer for residents of
Old Buckenham to get there
without the need of a car.

* Build a cycle path to
Attleborough

» Upgrade the park equipment
with new items for both young
and older children. (multiple
suggestions of this)

* Provide more areas for kids to

©



play elsewhere in the village, not just

the park. (bike park or football
pitch.)

» Upgrade the football pitch at the
back of the Village Hall into a multi-
sport pitch.

e Fund a village Fete like there used
to be.

* Have part of the Green laid to
wildflower garden.

e Outdoor gym equipment.

* Extend village hall car park into
the old recreation area and put
double lines down Abbey Road.

* Extend existing footpath on Cake
Street around the corner to the top
of Doe Lane.

* A third to be given as a Grant to
the Windmill - to be used as the
Trustees wish.

A third to be given as a Grant to the
Village Hall - to be used as the
Village Hall Committee wish.

A third to be retained as a separate
amount (in a separate account?), for

use should funds be needed at some
stage in the not-too-distant future for

an as yet unidentified need.
Hargham Road Cottages. An email
had been received following the
letters sent advising that the

residents’ cars are not the sole cause

of flooding. Posts will be going in
towards the end of the month at the
area where the new drainage has
gone in.

Footpath along the Green. Work
commences on Monday 18 May.

The footpath will need to be closed
while work is going on.

Volunteer Meet and Greet

Day. Leaflet will be provided giving
brief description of the Parish
Council. Also Budget details and
pie chart to show what the council
tax contributions are allocated for.
Hargham Road weight

restriction. School buses are also
driving down Hargham Road. The
Clerk to email Norfolk Coachways
asking them not to drive down this
road.

Memorial benches. There has been
another request for a memorial
bench to be placed on the Green.
They would like to have the bench
somewhere around the pond.
Questioned if they would be happy
to share a bench with an already
existing one and have a plaque
added onto it but the family would
like to have their own bench. There
are several round Ottomer Pond
already and there is not really
space to put another around it.
Suggestion that they could have a
bench over by St Andrew Close,
overlooking Manor Pond or by the
War Memorial. The Clerk to go
back to the member of the public
with these suggestions.

Bike ramps. Further
correspondence with members of
the public concerning a young boy
in the village who did a
presentation to his school on BMX
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X\ PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, PAINTING & CLEANING

Contact us for a free quote:

. 07979 260320
L, 07393341934
L. 01953457896

<] mminstallations @outlook.com

@ www.cleaningandheights.co.uk

o Roof & Chimney repairs.

& Re-roofing, re-builds & cowls.

o Guttering, fascia & soffit repairs and full replacement - wood, UPVC, cast iron.
o External painting.

" Pressure Washing - drives, patios & roofs.

& Solar Panel cleaning & bird proofing.

o Patio & brickwork re-pointing.

( Cherry Picker Hire with Operator available.

o Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural buildings covered.
o Specialists in working at height.

v “Save Emoney by avoiding scaffolding costs...”

=) Based in Old Buckenham  ®5 Established 15 Years

mp Fully Insured

mp FamilyRun = Reliable & Quality Service

mud ramps for children to use.
Polite notice to advise on use of
bikes only. East Harling have
something along this line.
Fundraising would be required to
help towards the costs of these as
the Parish Council would be
unable to fully fund this. Naomi
Bailey to arrange for those
interested to come to the next
meeting to discuss this. At the
moment they are using Prince
Harry’s Wood and a small area on
the Green. The Clerk is to contact
East Harling Parish Council to ask
for their policies regarding their
bike ramps.

Dogs on the Green. An email had
been received from member of
public regarding lose dogs on the
Green not being controlled and
running up to walkers scaring

them. Is there a way we can
regulate uncontrolled dogs on the
Green. The Parish Council
encourage people to keep dogs
controlled while using the Green.
Please be more aware of your
dogs while on your walk. Dog poo
has also been largely found on the
Green. Also around Stackford a
member of public has had filled
poo bags dumped in their
driveway. Naomi Bailey proposed
that a dog bin be provided for this
area and the Clerk to get quotes.
People should be picking up after
their dogs. It is anywhere between
£100-£200 penalty for not picking
up their dog fouling. A proposal to
get a further bin was agreed (6 in
favour). The Clerk to also look into
quotes for additional signage to go
around the Green.
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Clerk and RFO hours. Before Julia
Aitken leaving the Parish Council
she was originally doing two
hours a week. The Parish Council
felt it will be appropriate to start
Megan Elvin out on 30 hours a
month (original 20 hours a month
plus the two extra a week for
RFO work). This will then be
reviewed next year.

Public participation on agenda
items. The 'Chicken' was
removed from the children’s
playground as it was unsafe and
too close to the fence.

Concern was raised about the
two roles of Clerk and RFO
merging into one again.
Reassured that no payments can
be issued without two members
of the council authorising those
payments. No cheque books are
being used so no payments can
be made. New policies are in
place to prevent problems from
happening again and all invoices
are sent to the councillors for
approval based on what is due to
be paid.

/tems for next agenda. ltem are
expected to include Clerk
appraisal, Ottomer Pond
(ongoing), playground
maintenance, additional bin cost
and collection for shop, bike
ramps, dogs on the Green,
repairs to the Green, Crown
Road repairs, Village Meet and

Greet (outcome update), Village
Annual Meeting, Solar Farm
update and Green Working
Committee update.

The next Parish Council meeting
will be on Wednesday 6 May at
7.30pm in Old Buckenham
Village Hall.

Chatting with Red Van Man
Wot ar yew ?¢dlern wit thart
Watar botal, Red Van Man, its
this har rudie top Ole Man, its
¢xed tew tha top orf tha botal. It
gits in mi way wen | drink ota it
arn thart be ar rite ole jorb wen
yew be ar screwin it bac orn.
Yea, wen tha England Fote ball
matches were ar playem, tha
playars hed sophvicatarted botals
wit energisem drinks, whilst tha
por Ole Manager like yew wus ar
strugalin wit ar water botal, thart
wus orn tha tele.

We hent spok for ar copal orf
munfs, wise thart sa Red Van
Man? Wel | wus in horspital ar
copal orf times. How did yew git
orn in thar? Orl rite | spose, dint
se am English nurses they wus orl
forenars but vary gode. Gitem in
thar wus ar problem, | het tew se
ar locarl Doctar thart wus goem
tew take free am a haf weeks. |
wus toke bad, mi ole gal foned
fore an Abulance, thart toke
sixteen hours to cum. | spose Ole
Man we het tew exept tha NHS is



broken, tew meny Managers, tew
meny pepal usen it. They recom
orf ar hundrad parcent orf us
whoe shode paye NI onlie forti
parcent du. Tharts wi thart be
undar fundard. We heta ¢nk ar
hed, won day we mite het tew
paye sum ¢ngs tew wards ar
health trete ment!

Wen | wus layen in me bed in tha
horspatarl | did ar lort orf ¢nkin
mostlie ar bote ar ole

cuntrie.

Ar bote thirtie or soe yers ar goe
am ole boye in tha pub corled
"Spitie"*. He wus orlas torkin ar
bote polatics arn wot wus ar
hapenin in tha Worlde. | orlas
remembar wun orf his meny
thueries. He recorned if we kept
orn letin pepal frum orl ovar tha
Worlde cum tew ar cuntrie , wtm
day tha wode hardlie be eny true
English pepal left. "Islami?cation”
cums tew mind.

Imargrents wus likly tew form or
folow thar own religions am
comunities am way ofrf life. Tha
wode git involved in ar polartics
am start tew change ar tradishims,
even ar way orf livem. Reedin tha
papars arn wotchin telar vishun
he mite jus be rite. As fur politics
tha recom this har "family voting"
is now cumin in tew play. Tha
Orfurities wil sone het tew
investigate.

Red Van Man, yew am | be getin

oldar, soe ar millions orf ufers, | bet
this difarence between workin' am
retird pepal be ar gitin closar.
Workars ar goin tew hev tew work
longar, dependants ar hevin tew
wate longar ar for tha in heritage
tha house frum Mum am Dad.

Ole Man we be ar livem in ar rum
orl Worlde, disaplin am respect hev
gorn out orf tha window. Tha
Midarl East ar be ar 2tern each ufer,
thart Ole President Trump hent
helped matars. Wot he dun hev
corst billions orf pounds, heart
acke, lorse orf life, orl fore wot! Red
Van Man, ar bote these har wars, |
spose tha wil orlas hapen, tha orfen
tork ar bote ar third Worlde War.
Thart ent likly cors orf these har
Nucler Deterents. | carnt undar stan
thart Ole Man, how carn tha be a
deterent if we ar fritened tew use
em? "

Every newsletter contains
over five thousand words
for you to read.
etk
Why not write some of
them yourself and make the
editor's job a little easier
each month?
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Old Buckenham Community Car service

The following drivers are providing a service to take people to
the doctors or to hospital appointments and can be contacted at:
Robin Curtis - 01953 860736
John Frost (Attleborough only) - 01953 860841
Lorna Gedge - 01953 860669

Alison Hannah and David Hannah - 01953 861261

Diary dates for May

Here are details of some of the events going on in the village this month

Friday 1 Mobile Library throughout village from 10am
Wednesday 6 Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Thursday 7 Elections at Village Hall

Saturday 9 Church Prize and Cash Bingo , Village Hall, Zpm
Sunday 10 Windmill open for tours, 1pm to 4pm
Wednesday 13 Luncheon Club, Village Hall, 10am to 1.30pm
Wednesday 20 Copy date for May newsletter

Thursday 21 Old Buckenham Players Village Hall, 7.30pm
Friday 22 Old Buckenham Players Village Hall, 7.30pm
Saturday 23 Old Buckenham Players Village Hall, 7.30pm
Thursday 28 Women's Institute, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Friday 29 Mobile Library throughout village from 10am

Regular happenings in the village are the Old School Bookshop (and cafe) every
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday between 10am and 4pm, the Fawns (for
parents and their pre-school children) in the Village Hall every Friday morning in
term time from 9am to 10.30am, the Shelf pop-up shop every Wednesday from
1pm to 3pm at the Village Hall, the village Youth Club on Fridays in the
Methodist Church at 6.30pm and the Old Buckenham Singers in the Methodist
Church every Tuesday from 7.30pm to 9pm.
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@ M.0.T station Cam Belt Replacements

. Autologic Diagnostics Exhausts, Batteries, Welding, Tyres

Fully Equipped Body Shop, Spraying,
Insurance and Accident Repairs

@ servicing : Breakdown Service

. Computerised Four-wheel alignment

Norwich I_!oad, New Buckenham, NR16 2BH oﬁice@millhousegarage.co
T: 01953 860572, 01953 860947 . www.millhousegarage.co.
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30 years of Construction Experience
New Build, Extensions, Maintenance, Refurbishment
Kitchens & Bathrooms supplied & fitted
Replacement Windows supplied and fitted - Hardwood and UPVC
Bespoke Conservatories
Fascias & soffits replaced
Hard and Soft Landscaping
Oak Framed Timber buildings
For fast and reliable service please contact

Find us on:
l.i facebook.

www.iwconstruct.com
07733 152710

Always remember to tell our advertisers where you saw their advertisement should you contact them. Thank you.



