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INSPI RED FLOWER DESIGN will be advertising here next month.
Fresh Floral Deliveries to Old Buckenham and surrounding areas.

www.inspiredflowerdesign.co.uk
Phone 01953 453533

Independent family funeral director

‘Quietly helping and guiding bereaved families for many years now, our
family team offer guidance and direction at a time most needed’

Pre-paid Funeral Plans and Memorialisation available
Fairfields, High Street, Attleborough, NR17 2BT 01953 452455
No 2 Market Place, Wymondham, NR18 OAP 01953 605222
Attleborough@andyfree.com
Wymondham®@andyfree.com

24 hour service

Londis Old Buckenham Stores
and Post Office 01953 860210

Off licence, instore bakery, fresh meats, grocery, chilled and frozen foods,
newspapers and magazines, Lotto, Paypoint, Amazon collection point, Evri
posting and collection point, hardware and much much more

Serving the community
Open Monday to Saturday 7am to 8pm Sunday 9am to 6pm




This month's newsletter is sponsored by Cynthia and Stan Burton in memory
of their parents Bridget and Dennis

If you are interested in 'sponsoring' an issue, it is a nominal cost of £10. You

can now book for 2026 if you like as all the remaining months this year are

taken. Should you have a special occasion that you wish to celebrate you may

be able to share a month with someone else.

Front cover illustration
The picture on this month’s

newsletter was found amongst the

belongings of John (The Boy from
Rod Alley) Loveday by his
daughter Sarah Brunsden. It
appears to be a careful cutting

taken from the Eastern Daily Press.

The artist of this pen and
watercolour drawing was Andrew
Dodds who was at one time
principal lecturer at the Suffolk
School of Art and Design and a
regular contributor of drawings to
the EDP. Sharon felt it was such a
beautiful depiction of the
schoolrooms, now the home of
the Old School Bookshop and
Cafe.

Full to the brim

For the second month running, the

newsletter editor has found

himself with more text than is
possible to fit into this
newsletter. Much of it has been
'official' reports on important
meetings so you'll have to wait
until August to find out what Red
Van Man has been saying or the
latest on our Donald's
adventures.

Working on the Green

This is a shortened version of the
talk given by Sally Honour at the
Annual Parish Meeting. 1'd like to
thank John Fernihough. Many of
you will know John as the former
Chair of the Greens Working
Party. His dedication,
commitment and passion for the
Green has left a lasting legacy.
When John stepped down, the
remaining members stayed, and |
am honoured to have taken on
the role of Chair for what is now

The Old Buckenham Newsletter is published monthly and distributed
free in and around Old Buckenham.

The editor is Ron Brewer of 'Crockslea', Cake Street, Old Buckenham,
NR17 1PS who you can email with your news or your queries about
advertising by going to obnewspostbox@aol.com
You can also keep up with the latest village news and see photos of the
latest activities by going to Attp.//oldbuckenham.blogspot.com
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the newly-formed Green Working
Committee.

It is supported by a small but
enthusiastic team of volunteers
made up of two Parish
Councillors, two Green Right
holders, and two members of the
parish (Richard Lindner and
myself) with Megan Elvin
supporting us as the clerk of our
committee.

Our aims are many. To give you,
the public, greater transparency
around how your Precept — that’s
your local tax contribution — is
being used on the Green. To
produce regular Green Summary
Reports — these are the minutes of
our meetings, and they're
available for anyone who'’s
interested. To recommend a
maintenance plan for the Green
that balances resident wishes with
conservation, wildlife, and
environmental concerns. To keep
you updated on all scheduled
works — so you’re never left
wondering what’s happening out
there!

To forecast a three-year budget,
helping us set the right Precept
amount to support our plans. To
keep the Old Buckenham Parish
Council informed if anything
changes from our agreed path.
And finally, to explore grant and
funding opportunities to support
and enhance the Green even
further.

@
R0
OLD SCHOOL
BOOKSHOP

Quality Books, Gifts,
Tea Room, Events
and more....

OPEN FRI-SAT-SUN-MON
and online 24/7

oldschoolbookshop.co.uk
01953 550525

@Church Rooms, The Green,
Old Buckenham. NR17 1RN

We aim to meet every two months
and our next one will be on
Thursday 10 July.

Since forming, we have tendered
for the cutting of the Green. So far
this year, we’ve had two cuts, one
full cut at the end of March, and a
more selective cut at the end of
May where the larger area have
been left allowing the wildflowers
to bloom. We’ve planned two
more full-area cuts, one at the end
of July, and another at the end of
September. We're still learning,
and trying to strike the right
balance between what's financially
practical, environmentally
responsible, and welcomed by the
community. Our goal is to finalise
the cutting plan for 2026 by this

®



Bob Adams
) Hestia Home Heating Ltd

Commercial Catering, Rayburn, Stanley & Redfyre

specialists
Domestic Gas, Oil & LPG
e 07900241288 07794596107
hestiahome@btinternet.com
@ Proudly promoting equality in the workplace
!‘[;3’:]{‘[“** Hestia Home Heating Ltd 15 regmistered m England and Wales. Company Number: 9021627

Phil T Co.

Servicing all your needs’

House and Garden Maintenance and Improvements,
Paddock Maintenance and Digger Work,

Mobile: 07798 564 717
Email: p.cook0987@btinternet.com
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directly. We will get back to you
and we will listen. Let’s make sure
we work together to make sure
our village Green remains a space
we're all proud of.

August. If the plan looks significantly
different from this year’s it will be
put back out to tender.

One of our wonderful volunteers
has carried out a full bench survey.
It turns out there are 15 benches
and some of them are in need of a
little TLC. We are hoping to get
these repaired over the coming
months.

And thanks to our volunteers again,
we’ve removed runners from the
trees down Crown Road and quite a
bit of deadwood from the Green.
Some of that wood has been saved
for a exciting project of building a
bug hotel with the help of our local
schools. It's a great way to combine
conservation with education.

We have set up a Facebook page to
keep you informed of our plans and

Construction gets started

The weather radar is being built on
the Anglian Water-owned site in
Abbey Road. Work has started
and the radar is anticipated to be
fully operational by early summer
2026.

The new radar will not only deliver
significant benefits to the people
of Norfolk but also the UK as a
whole, enhancing the accuracy of
weather forecasts, improving flood
warning information and lead-time
prediction to mitigate the
devastating effects of flooding on

volunteering days and an email
address for you to get in touch.
There’s still plenty more planned

and if you're curious, or keen to get

involved, please do come and see
us. We're always looking for extra
hands, whether it's for physical
volunteering or behind-the-scenes
help. In fact, we're especially keen
to find people who might have
experience, or just the time and
energy, to help us seek out and
apply for grants. These can make a
real difference to how we manage
and enhance our Green.

And finally, please remember we
are volunteers doing our best so if
you have any concerns contact us

®

the lives and businesses.

Jointly funded by the Met Office
and the Environment Agency, this
major infrastructure project will
provide more accurate rainfall
observations for the East Anglia
region and also aims to boost the
radar network coverage further to
the east.

The radar network is essential for
planning and mitigating the
impacts of extreme rainfall in our
changing climate. The new radar
will contribute to improvements in
forecast accuracy and rainfall data.
While rain gauges provide
important point measurements,
weather radars offer a better



TONY PERKINS

HIGH CLASS BUTCHERS

‘We offer a FREE delivery
service 5 days a week
with a minimum spend
of just £20. The produce
is fresh, local and we
also do a terrific range
of pastries.

Please visit our website
to see our huge selection
of products including
our delicious deli range.

Order online at:
www.tonyperkins.co.uk

em ui

SUNDAY7TH /.

SEPTEMBER 2025

Together, Norfalk shines biig
de with Post

CHILDRENS SECTION/FLOWERS & MORE

Thrive

Redgrave and Lopham Fen
SN Low Comman Road
/[’V“CNOrfoIk South Lapham
O IP22 2HX

- thepantrykenninghall@yahoo.com

mws

PRESERVES / BAKED GOODS / FRUIT/ VEGETABLES /

R.BUNN ELECTRICAL

Richard Bunn

LED Lighting - Indoor/Outdoor Lighting
Extentions - Rewires - New Builds
Additional Lights & Sockets
Mains Upgrades

07899 936057

No VAT
Part P Approved

Competitive Hourly Rates

R.BunnElectrical@Gmail.com

Don't just throw away
your newspapers and
bottles this month.

Please save them to
take to the containers in
the Village Hall car park.

*kkk*

Recycle your rubbish

and make money for

the Village Hall at the
same time.



spatial representation of rainfall.
Radars can track storms in real-
time, including those moving
inland from the sea and intense
thunderstorms developing locally
or moving in from the continent
on hot days.

East Anglia currently lacks the
quality of weather radar coverage
seen elsewhere in England. This
new radar will increase the
accuracy of measurements for
storms arriving from the east,
such as Storm Babet in October
2023. The average benefit from
improved radar measurements in
East Anglia is estimated to be
around £1 million per annum due
to flood damage avoidance.

Our village Produce Show
This will take place on Sunday 7
September at the Village Hall.
Exhibits need to be deposited
between 9.30am and 11am. The
Show opens to the public from
2pm and prize giving is at 4pm.
The Show schedule was
circulated in last month’s
newsletter. Electronic copies are
available by emailing
residentsofoldbuckenham@hotm
ail.com.

The organisers hope there is
something to entice everyone to
enter. There are classes for
baking, preserves, floral
arrangements, handicraft, art, and
fruit and vegetables, plus

©®

dedicated children’s and teens
sections.

And remember that all are welcome
to attend, even if you are not
exhibiting. There will be tea, coffee
and cakes for you to enjoy plus a
tombola to give you all a chance to
go home with a prize.

Services in July

Tuesday 1 July

10am Holy Communion followed
by coffee and chat

Sunday 6 July

10am Group Holy Communion at St
Marys, Eccles (no service at All
Saints)

Wednesday 9 July

7.30pm A time for quiet reflection,
led by a lay member of All Saints
Church

Sunday 13 July

9.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 20 July

9.30am Lay-led Morning Prayer
Sunday 27 July

9.30 Holy Communion

Primary School Fete

Why not go along to the school on
Saturday 5 July to enjoy their Fete. It
opens at 1Tam and goes on until
3pm. Among the attractions are face
painting, tractor rides, pony petting,
a bubble hut and lots more other
stalls for you to enjoy. Catering is
being done by the Wild Thing
Gourmet Burger Company.

Pop along and support them.



English buition

As a fully qualified English teacher with 24 years' experience of
teaching English and Literacy intervention in mainstream and special
school settings as well as home tuition, I offer friendly and
professional tuition:

e GCSE English Language/Literature

¢ 'A' Level English Lang and/or Lit

e Primary support for beginner, emergent, struggling readers to
develop phonic knowledge, reading strategies, skills and
comprehension

e Primary and Secondary support to develop writing skills

e Support with dyslexic barriers

e Visual stress (overlay) assessment

Contact Mrs Deirdre Marron 01953 458068/07787 229007

Osteopathy
Sports Therapy
Myofascial Cupping
Medical Acupuncture
Exercise Prescription
Running Remedy

OHLD

OSTEOPATHIC & SPORTS
INJURY CLINIC - WATTON

68 High Street
Watton
Thetford
IP257ER

07919 401051

f O




Chiropody / Podiatry

Connaught Plain
Attleborough
NR17 2EJ

My clinic is all on ground level

. 07804188375

HCPC Registered Chiropodist

David Houghton

Corn and callus treatment
Nail Cutting
Ingrowing toenail removal

Custom made foot orthotics
including Plantar fasciitis treatment

Thickened nails reduced
Verruca freezing

Made to measure insoles

CH.12503 B.Sc.(Hons) M.Ch.5.

bodthepod @ntlworld.com

for Home Visits or in Clinic
Telephone for an appointment

Footcare products

Filling the Memorial Room

It was great to see so many people
at the recent meeting of the Old
Buckenham Social Circle. It was the
most visitors they have ever had!
The speakers were from the
American Memorial Library that
exists at the back of the ground
floor of the main Library at the
Forum in Norwich. They were
speaking about how the Library
came to be formed as a memorial
to all the thousands of young
Americans that died while serving
in the American Airforce during
World War Il. The Social Circle was
able to give a donation of £30 from
group funds (which were boosted
by the charge made to visitors) to
the speakers so maybe they'll be
able to buy another book or two
for their wonderful collection of
American books.

A reminder to all members that the
July meeting will be at the home of

Barbara and John Frost in Mill Road.
A warm welcome to lan who has
joined as a member and if you know
of any visitors who came along to
Thursday's or to previous meetings
and have expressed a wish to
become regular members, please let
Alison Hannah know so that she can
extend the invitation to the garden
party to them too.

The Alternative Quiz

On Saturday 24 May the Quiz
Masters welcomed 31 people
across eight teams to the Old
Buckenham Methodist Church for
the fifth Old Buckenham Alternative
Quiz.

A varied mix of rounds and question
styles including pictures and audio,
entertained the participants as they
strived to win and claim the 2025
Trophy. After taxing their brains on
TV Dingbats, General Knowledge, A
Load of Balls, What a Character and




SPECIALIST CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

+/Stain Shielding + Hard Floor Cleaning + Combination Cleaning
v Domestic & Commercials ¢ PPE Used + Cleansing & Sanitising

v Pet Stain Removal & Mattress Cleaning
For a FREE QUOTATION please call John on

Hearing Voices; the quizzers were
rewarded with some much-needed
refreshments. This was
accompanied by a handout round,
aptly named Food for Thought,
midway through the evening,
before entering the fray for the final
push for glory.

The second half proved equally
challenging as the first with a
variety of brain teasers, such as
Jane Austen and her Novels,
National Animals, Formula 1, Odd
One Out, followed by the
concluding music round Brief
Introductions.

The results proved to be extremely
close with the first and second
teams being only one point apart.
The glory and the trophy were won
by, ‘The Servants of the Lady
Ottoline’, with second place
awarded to ‘Four of a Kind'.

A raffle was also held with all
proceeds being donated to St
Martin’s Housing Trust and the Old
Buckenham Youth Club, which has

recently been set up and is being
run in the Methodist Church on
Friday nights.

The Quiz Masters would like to
thank everyone for their support
and their generous participation in
the raffle which raised £233.

The hosts hope the entrants
enjoyed the quiz evening as much
as they did. They thank you again
for your participation and
contributions to the fund-raising
efforts and hope to see you all
again next year.

Ideas for entertainment

The Village Hall Management
Committee would like to put on
more events in the Village Hall and
would welcome ideas for weekend
and/or evening events. If you have
any ideas on events that you would
like to see or would fill up the hall
please make contact by email to
events.obvh@gmail.com

Thank you.



‘ FEET TO GO
’ Mobile Foot Care

Do you need help cutting your W ¢ 5y )I‘{} .
toenails? ' Or
Do you suffer from painful Promoting Health Fomas

. Gentle Folk
corns, hard skin?
I can help you. & Independence care
: We focus solely on the quality of care
I offer foot care in the comfort and support the needs of hundreds of

of your own home. individuals and families daily in the
I'm a quahfled Foot Care comfort of their own home.
Practitioner, fully insured and Live-in Care

Companionship WE'RE
DBS checked. Porsoral Cars HIRING TOO!

Medication Support Weekend /
Contact me to arrange a home Shopping PP full / part-time
visit. waking/Sleeping Nights \g:\’gﬂgglees
07831 889886 Basic Domestic Support 01953 8871!.37
End of Life Care

Community

leniekoole@gmail.com Call 01953 887187 or visit our

website gentlefolkcare.co.uk f

Appleyard Hair ALL PESTS QU COUNTRY
SERVICES
Open Monday-Friday
(9 30am — 5 m) Wasps « Fleas - Rats -+ Mice « Moles
) p Rabbits » Fencing « Landscape
Saturday (9am — 3.30pm) '
. . 07917203761 | 01953 433030
Late nights available by allpest10@yahoo.co.uk
appointment only K allpestsandcountry
Call today for a free quote!
' Q@pt

01953 887067

Unit 9, The Appleyard B R T T e
Banham, NRI 6 2HE www.allpestsandcountryservices.co.uk




J.H. Potter

Fire’wood
07445 925786 B}

| Supplier of quality seasoned
hardwood logs, locally sourced
& competitively priced.

Free Local Delivery

Village Hall news

The Village Hall Management
Committee met on Wednesday 4
June. Those present were Acting
chair Jay Lucas, Minute secretary
for the meeting, Pete Twissell,
Treasurer Graham Dye, Tracey
Hayden, Alison Frank, Teresa Kemp
and lan Coyle. Apologies were
received from Jenny Devaux, Terry
Cook, Eileen Oliver, Stacey Reed
and Gina Stanfield. The minutes of
the last meeting were agreed by all
present and signed by the acting
chair.

Car parking charges are to be
reviewed. Much of the current PTA
committee will be moving on as
their children leave the primary
school. This subject will be revisited
when the new PTA committee is in
place. The cost of rebuilding the
hall for insurance purposes has
been set at £1.8 million, inclusive of
VAT.

Stacey Reed’s husband has offered
to fit replacement wall mounted
ashtrays by both halls outside
entrances. Manhole covers in the

car park have been repaired or
replaced. An additional manhole
adjacent to the north-west corner
of the hall needs to be re-instated.
A welcome was extended to lan
Coyle who has kindly offered his
services as secretary for future
meetings. It was noted that
trusteeship is optional for
committee members, subject to the
minimum number of trustees being
maintained. The minimum number
has yet to be established and Jay
Lucas will enquire. Also the
Management Committee needs to
arrange a mechanism for the hall
manager to make small purchases
without encumbering the treasurer
with the business of sourcing,
purchasing and receiving deliveries.
It is intended to open the hall for
the Airshow weekend (Saturday 26
and Sunday 27 July) so that people
can come to the area behind the
hall and watch the aircraft displays.
Volunteers will be needed to serve
refreshments inside the hall as last
year.

The Village Hall Facebook page is
offline, having been taken down as
a result of malicious allegations of
fraud. It is not clear what, if
anything, can be done to redress
this issue.

The microphone/PA system is
functioning intermittently and this is
to be investigated further.

Those committee members who do
not wish to continue as trustees will



Old Buckenham Swim

Private Swimming & Fitness Centre

Harlingwood Lane, Old Buckenham, Norfolk, NR17 1PT

Would you like to keep fit as a family or with friends?
If so, telephone the proprietors Sue, Eddie and Jason Loveday on

01953 860733

to arrange the private hire of the Leisure Centre’s 48' Swimming Pool,
Sauna and Fitness Room
Private swimming lessons available

THIS IS WHERE YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS CAN RELAX, LOSE
WEIGHT, GET FIT, SWIM AND SHED THOSE EXTRA POUNDS WITH
OUR EXCELLENT FITNESS EQUIPMENT.

¥
/\ Complete Homes

www.completehomesnorfolk.co.uk

01953 861254
07852 182713

High Quality & Energy Efficient
- UPVC, Hardwood & Aluminium

- Windows

- Doors

- Patio & Bi-fold Doors

- Porches

- Conservatories

- Orangeries

« Warm Roofs

- Roof-line & Guttering

ALL WORK COVERED BY 10 YEAR GUARANTEE  [FENSA

o e




0ld Field Barn oo\

Elena on 07887 616410
Bed & Breakfast 01953 860074
Abbey Road Old Buckenham contact@oldfieldbarnbandb.co.uk

Located on the outskirts of Old Buckenham,
Old Field Barn offers guests a peaceful nights
rest in a dedicated bed & breakfast conversion

Beautifully decorated bedrooms
Full en-suites

Luxury bedding -
24 hrs fresh coffee & tea Y
T.V with Sky satellite, WiFi oo |
Full sized pool table 3

* ok ok ok %k %

For more details please visit

waw oldfieldbarnbandb.co.uk /

Y

STROMA

CERTIFICATION
(CERTIFIED INSTALLER

FIND UOs OIN F ACEROOR

[@R_B ELECTRICAL

NEW BUILDS
REWIRES
TESTING

LISBESCre K Eils
EIGHT S
. LED
GARAGES, SIEDS
TV AERIALS
EXTENSIONS
BT POINTS
EaT - TESTING
CONDITEION REPCORITS
ALI-ELECTRICAL " WORKS

COMPETENT PERSON SCHEME REGISTERED

Nu VAT CONTACT : 07753517047

R.P.B.ELECTRICAL@OUTLOOK.COM




EMERALD TREE SPECIALISTS LTD

"Caring for our trees and customers”

JOHN DAVISON
SUNNYSIDE VIEW, 1 ATTLEBOROUGH ROAD,
OLD BUCKENHAM, NR17 1RF

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY CARRIED OUT TO BS3998
CROWN REDUCTIONS
CROWN LIFTING
CROWN THINNING
SECTIONAL DISMANTLING
FELLING
HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING
TREE AND HEDGE PLANTING
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
ALL ARISINGS CHIPPED AND CLEARED

FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
EDEXCEL QUALIFIED ARBORIST / NPTC TRAINED AND QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED
TEL: 01953 860792 / MOB 07901 917 081
Email : emeraldtrees@btinternet.com




,&tt&;; ‘wm s Cabes Breckland Brush

A Chimney Sweep

and sweets tieats.

classes.

Learn te decorvate yeun ewn beautiful
creations in a levely calte studio, based in est.2010
Otd Buchenfiam. All appliances swept

\ sweep@brecklandbrush.co.uk
01953 881579 / 07966 298777

Qualified Experienced Professional

For details visit
www_facebook/littlewrenscakes

Cn email Iittlewrenscakes@gmail.com'h' |

L

2¢ Tacolneston Osteopaths 2# “The time leading up to

Yvonne Ayliffe the funeral was made
DO FSCCO Paed Ost Dip MICrA BSIDent b edra ble kn OWi n g t h at
& Associate Registered Osteopaths
RMTI Consultant you were at the end of
9 The Fields Tacolneston

»
Tel 01953 789629 / 07818 747776 th & teleph g

Email: reception@norfolkost.co.uk

-
RECOMMENDED

— from a family we have
¢ Experienced osteopath qualified for 43_1}'ears cared for at Rosedale

¢ Osteopathy for babies to the elderly
A"\-,\
2 Rosedale

¢ Sporting injuries, strains, acute and chronic
¢ After accidents whether a fall or in a car
¢ Cranial osteopathy for all ages

¢ Migraines and headaches

¢ Painful knees, shoulders, back, neck and hips
¢ For muscular, joint & nerve problems FUNE RAL HOME
¢ Repetitive strain injuries at work and at home We are a fam"y business and promise to
¢ Pre-& post-pregnancy for mother and baby provide exceptional care and a truly personal
OSTEOPATHY FOR ALL 24 hour service, when you need it most.
General Alsa at Aylsham Osteopaths .
Coumer™e | 01263 732028 High Street, Attleborough
k www.norfolkost.co.uk Tel: 01 953 452538

www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk
T TS T
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need to be removed from the list.
A query was passed on from Terry
Cook as to the location of the
documents containing the Hall’s
policies and procedures. These
documents have been located.

The treasurer has requested a
renewal quote from the solicitors
that were contacted in June last
year about the transfer of the
property to the new CIlO.
Unfortunately, the lady dealing with
this is on annual leave and so will
not have any news on this until
June his year.

An email received from MW White
said that they will be withdrawing
the paper recycling service in the
car park as it is no longer profitable.
They have given three months’
notice and the bin will be removed
at the end of August this year. The
income that we receive from this is
around £250 per year via claims
that are made to Breckland Council
following the collections.

On the income received since the
last meeting, we have received
£1,879 in letting income as well as
the amounts promised from the
Parish Council and the Paul Bassam
Charitable Trust for the curtains at
£700 and £2,000 respectively.
Costs meanwhile were £286 for
water rates for the six months up to
May, £180 for the buildings
insurance report, £204 for
electricity use for the month of

April and £336 for cleaning/£160
for gardening.

Stacey Reed has had a walk round
of the building and introduction to
the booking system. Hallmaster will
provide online training. She will
also meet with a new hirer, giving
her some insight into the process of
making bookings.

The contractor who fitted the new
curtains will come back to fit the
missing weights. The invoice for the
curtains has been questioned and
will be reviewed.

A new letterbox has been supplied
and fitted by the Parish Council, for
use by both the Parish Council and
the Village Hall Management
Committee. The old box is to be
removed. Next meeting will be on
Wednesday 2 July.

Parish Council minutes

These notes on the Parish Council
meeting are produced by the
newsletter editor from the draft
minutes and may contain
information that is changed at a
later date.

Old Buckenham Parish Council met
on Thursday 5 June at Old
Buckenham Village Hall. Those
present were councillors Naomi
Bailey (Chair), Doug Irons (Vice
Chair), Stan Burton, Lesley Evison,
Steve Gowers, David Taylor and
Pete Twissell.

Also attending were Megan Elvin



OLD BUCKENHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

CONTACTDETAILS

For general enquiries please contact
the Parish Clerk. If you do not have
internet access you can drop a letter
into the parish council post box at
the village hall

Parish Clerk Megan Elvin
clerk@oldbuckpc.co.uk

PARISH COUNCILLORS

Naomi Bailey, (Chair)
pc99bailey@gmail.com
07432 652177

Stan Burton, pc99burton@gmail.com
07787 168562

Lesley Evison, pc99evison@gmail.com
07796 136399

Steve Gowers, pc99gowers@gmail.-
com 07765 861770

Doug Irons, pc99irons@gmail.com
07808 611938

David Taylor, pc99taylor@gmail.com
07759 737422

Peter Twissell, pc99twissell@gmail.com
07826 375356

Donna Oakley, (RFO),
pc99oakley@gmail.com

01953 860125

,--------------‘

Copy for the August
newsletter will need to be with
the editor by

Sunday 20 July

Contributions by email to
obnewspostbox@aol.com

(Clerk) and Donna Oakley (RFO) as
well as six members of the public.
The minutes of the meeting held on
Thursday 1 May were approved (6
in favour).

Financial matters. Community
account balance was now
£30,523.50. Payments of
£3,092.51 were approved and
which included payment to
solicitors, for digger hire,
subscription to NALC, council
insurance as well as the community
car drivers.

AGAR forms are to be signed.
There were no issues with the
accounts but will not be signed off
until Jonn Hicks has been
sentenced. He was due to be
sentenced next week but this has
not happened. This delay will
increase the fine for late delay.
Councillor’s reports. Naomi Bailey
said that a social media post
circulating is badly worded.
Complaints are not disturbing the
parish council and it is the council’s
job to respond to the complaints.
Steve Gowers gave news on the

\--------------’
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Almshouses. The work on the roof
will commence in June and take
eight weeks. There may be some
inconvenience on the local roads
but residents have been made
aware of this. With the Community
speed watch he is trying to find out
what we can do and has written to
police commissioning office.
Unable to get a speed sign with a
face on it as Norfolk ban them.
Doing one hour a week on Cake
Street and an average of twenty
cars are reported for speeding.
Lesley Evison has looked at the
jubilee trees. Two looked like they
are dying but there are some new
shoots halfway down. Others are
looking fit and healthy. The Green
Working Committee should be
having someone go round to look
at trees and will ask them to look at
the jubilee trees as well.

The Clerk said phone calls had
been had with the owner of the
goal post currently on the Green
and they will be completing a use
of Green application form. She had
ordered and received the new adult
pads for the Village Hall
defibrillator and the child pads for
Village Hall and defibrillator at the
Ox and Plough. The recent
defibrillator training mentioned
starter kits that we should have so
she has ordered three of these for
all the defibrillators.

The new post box is up at the
Village Hall. If this is to be used for

both the Village Hall and the Parish
Council, then the old one will need
to be taken down or a new sign put
on the new one as it could be
confusing for the post man with
two post boxes. An email has been
sent to the solar company
regarding the lump sum funding
but yet to hear back from them.

New planning application. Hill
Farm, Leys Lane. Proposed two
storey & single storey side
extension, erection of porch and
bay window
(PL/2025/0725/HOU). There were
no issues and council voted (5 in
favour) to support this application.
(David Taylor arrived at 19.49).
Green Working Committee update.
The wayleave money has gone
over to Parish Council for the
Green Working Committee. Having
a bench on the middle of the
Green would affect the cutting so
this has been declined. There are
enough benches around the Green
to not warrant one in the middle.
When they took on Prince Harry’s
Wood it was mutually agreed an
extra £500. Then there was an issue
with Prince Harry’s Wood and an
extra bit of land but this has now
been sorted. Would like to put
forward to have the extra £500.
Doug Irons asked if the committee
had put up the three-year plan for
all of the outgoings. At this point
they have not been able to
estimate due to the current state of



Quality First Aid Training
Fun & friendly
Locally based courses

KM First Aid, Wilby

ist aid courses for the
workplace, schools,
volunteers and families.

Public courses held in Old Buckenham
throughout the year.

Mental Wellbeing 1st aid training for all.

Call 07971 442347

www. kmfirstaid.co.uk
kate@kmfirstaid.co.uk
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i OLD BUCKENHAM WI

Our next meeting is at 7.30pm
on Thursday 24 July

Matt Hall
The Detectorist and his
Treasures

At each meeting we have refreshments with home-
made cakes/biscuits, a raffle, and competitions. We
also have a Book Group, Gardening Group, and
Scrabble Meetings and a local Walk which is held
most months.

We are a friendly group of women of all ages and
welcome new members and visitors to come and
see us. For more information please contact:

Betty Stacey on 01953 454790

oremailus on
oldbuckenhamwi@gmail.com

www.thewi.org.uk
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Carpenter/ Multi Trader

* Carpentry * General Building
* Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Door Hanging
* Tiling ¢ Fencing

No Job Too Small

References Supplied

Carpenter/ Multi Trader

Over 25 Years Experience

Ben Butcher
Tel: 01953 716055 Mobile: 07876 570876

Email: benrbutcher@hotmail.co.uk

Jon Mellor
UPHOLSTERER

Antique or
Modern
Domestic
Upholstery
Specialist

Phone

01953 454919

for
free, friendly
estimates and advice




the Green putting costs up for this
year, they cannot say exactly how
much it would cost. Another reason
for not receiving the £500 is due to
the issues with old Clerk the
Council decided to keep the fund
the same for this year. At the
moment, cannot do anything with
Prince Harry’s Wood without more
funding.

Two more trees on the Green need
to come down, two ash trees that
have complete ash die back and
are too large to cut without
professional help. Opportunity to
sell the felled wood at a discounted
price to get money back into GWC.
Bench survey - one by the village
sign that needs to be removed. It is
rusted and the wood rotten. It is
also right by the edge of the road.
Stan Burton suggested that it’s
taken down and if someone wants
to put a bench there it can be put
further back and turned round to
face the other way to look onto the
Green, rather than onto the road.
Lloyds Bank update. Paperwork
that was filled in months ago now,
did eventually make it. Asked for
everyone to have internet access
and some of the card readers have
already come through.

Allotment update. Lesley Evison
had been down to the allotments
and had a brief look. Sent out
apologies to the allotment holders
for the lapse of communication.

Would like to ask for an extension
until the end of October as
allotment holder has pumpkins on
her plot for school children.
Advised that this should not be a
problem. May also need to hire an
extra skip for the clearance.

One allotment holder asked
several questions. Before the
decision was made to close the
allotments - did anyone speak to
the landlord about the potential
closure? She had spoken to farm
owner who was disappointed that
we are leaving. Had he have been
approached by the council they
may have been in agreement to
help with security and gates. Got
the impression that the farm owner
was never approached to find
alternative solutions. Feels sad that
over the years the Parish Council
has not invested in the allotments.
Have also had yet another break in
this last week. Was offended at the
wording of the letter regarding the
clearing of the plots otherwise they
may be charged by the parish.

The Chair said they did try to
maintain the allotment and tried to
get people interested and a large
amount of money was put down
on this occasion. But those that did
take on allotments did not remain
due to lack of maintenance. At the
moment it is costing us more to
keep the allotments and not even
breaking even. It was never a



money-making scheme. Can’t be
spending more money on it and
not getting the amount back.
Clarification of insurance. Parish
Council have gone for a 3-year
contract with the insurance
company. The cost for the first year
has come down to £884.31 from
£914. The increase for next year
should not be too extreme by
going for the 3-year contract.

We questioned the hirer’s liability
as this was not included on the
insurance. The Hirer’s liability is
only for hiring buildings/property. It
does not cover land. So, we
wouldn’t need this ourselves.

We just must make sure the hirers
of the Green have their own
insurance - they carry out risk
assessments before and after and
return the land back to the way it
was before they used it. For
example, any holes created in the
Green need to be refilled to avoid a
trip hazard, etc.

We already make sure those that
use the Green have their own
insurance and do risk assessments,
so we are therefore covered.

The clerk to check insurance on
playground if Steve Gowers does
any maintenance himself. Will he
be covered?

Update on charities. Naomi Bailey
has been in touch with the
Charities Commission and is in the
process of updating the trustees.
Will then liaise with Donna Oakley

D

For the control of
moles, rabbits,

rats, mice
and other pests

please call Robert on
07743 283135 or
email
rjprown5232@yahoo.
co.uk

Buckenham House
Holistic Tl ﬁenyaies

Holistic & Advanced Facials
Reflexology
Swedish Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Pregnancy Massage
Pedicures

“Jane makes you feel completely at
ease and she takes care in her work. |
would definitely recommend”

To book an appointment & for
enquiries, contact Jane on
07956340303
OR
Scan the QR Code to visit my
Facebook Page

New Buckenham Rd,
Old Buckenham, NR17 1PW




P G ARWOOD HANDYMAN & PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE SERVICES

Reliable retired civil servant with

Building & Alterations references including local residents,
= = offering handyman services at very
Pavmg & D"veways competitive rates, to an excellent
Groundworks & standard. Living in Old Buckenham.
Drainage
. 9 . Interior painting, basic plumbing and
Fencing & Decking electrical work.
Mini Digger work Installing keysafe, security cameras, lock

changes, hanging pictures and shelving,
assembling flatpack furniture and basic

Call Paul on ;arplelnftfy- ST
mall fence repairs, cleaning of single
01953 718303 storey gutters and facias.
or 07775 621721 Computer repairs and servicing. Fully

insured and DBS cleared.
Estimates - Friendly Advice

Work Guaranteed Phone Lee on 07762 925813

leesgeneralservices@gmail.com

Larkins Fuel Merchants o

The Coal Yard
Old Buckenham
Tel: 01953 861145

Regular deliveries to all local areas
Range of coal & smokeless fuels always in stock
Area distributors of Certainly Wood Hetas approved kiln dried
hardwood logs available in 1.2m?* & 1.6m? bulk bags or individual
smaller bags (mixed sizes from only £3 each)
Why not bag a bargain today? Visit our website to see our
products, buy online or phone 01953 861145 to place an order
www.coalandlogsnorfolk.co.uk

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE FROM YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT
SUPPLIER

@




regarding getting the returns done.
Update on playground and
parking. Megan Elvin and Steve
Gowers had a meeting with Luke
from NCC Highways at the
beginning of May.

It will cost the council several
thousands of pounds to have the
speed limit changed. We would
have to go through a survey to see
if a speed change would be
warranted and it’s based on how
many accidents have occurred on
that road. We are allowed to put
“No Parking” signs on the fence of
the playground as this is our
property. We are unable to put any
other signs anywhere else on the
road advising of a playground
because it does not meet the
criteria for visibility.

Luke suggested white “H” Lines
going across the entry way of the
playground to stop cars parking
directly in front of the gate, this will
allow a larger view gap at the
entrance. We have missed the
deadline for issuing this as part of
the bulk lining for the current bulk
order of road lines so Luke will add
it onto the next bulk order that
they give the contractors later this
year.

Chicanes will be a very expensive
option to go into. Suggested we
start with the lines and the no
parking signs on the fence and
then if the problem is still ongoing
the council can look into the costs
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SMART GARDENS

Lawns & borders
maintained
Spring & Autumn
pruning
Hedges trimmed

For a free quote ring
Vicky or Alan
01953 860451
vickyal0712@icloud.com




of chicanes. Cost of parking signs is
£70 each. These will need to be
bolted to the fence. A proposal to
buy signs was approved (7 in
favour). Also will need to start
looking at updating the playground
equipment.

Churchyard update. Still no further
forward with this. Had suggested a
meeting with the three charities to
know who owns what bit of land but
this was cancelled due to lack of
attendees. The meeting will just be
to know about what areas of land is
owned by which charity. Naomi
Bailey and Steve Gowers to arrange
sending out an email asking who
thinks which piece of land is which.
Ottomer Pond. Couple of quotes for
putting in a silt trap at Ottomer Pond
end of drainage pipe came as £950
and £1116.68. Stan Burton said
costing to build ourselves would be
£142.59 for materials, scaffolding to
go round the pipe and gravel can be
free. He asked why we can’t just
build it ourselves. The chamber at
the other end will have to be built
professionally as this will bear the
weight of vehicles. Doug Irons
agreed that we should go through
the ‘do it yourself’ plan and this was
approved (5 in favour).

Breckland Council will be chased
about the chamber and the piping as
they were the ones to make the
error in the first place. Stephen Halls
from legal flood authority involved.
The Parish Council do not have the

money to foot the bill as it is not
our drain or land that it is on and
should let the estate agents aware
that are trying to sell the property
that the chamber is on.
Amended TWT lease agreement.
Had documentation from the Ice
Queen to allow her the use of
trading on the Green for TWT. To
be agreed in principle until
updated liability insurance for the
lce Queen has been renewed and
received. This was agreed (7 in
favour)

School parking. A suggestion was
given by a member of the public
that when Chapel Green was built
there was access from Chapel
Green to the primary school field.
Stipulation was originally stated
that this should not be used as an
access. There will be more issues
with parking soon when Chapel
Green have new students starting
and they have run out of parking
themselves. High School will be
tarmacking their land in the
summer to hopefully alleviate
parking on Abbey Road as it is
mainly staff parking there.

The posts on Reggie’s way are only
stopping cars parking on the
Green. They can still park on the
track but access cannot be
obstructed. The Village Hall car
park is often full and there are still
cars trying to park in there without
a permit. Some parents are rude
when being asked not to park in



certain places.

The Gamekeeper has offered their
car park up for parents. This
information was given to the
schools so they should be passing
the information onto the parents.
The pub owner is only offering up
his car park for the school drop off
times.

Pressure washer. The chair of
Green Working Committee has
asked if we might consider buying
a pressure washer to clean the
village signs. The Parish Council
did not believe this is a necessity
as one can be borrowed.

Public participation. A parishioner
asked if there was going to be
some other publicity for the AGM
the following Saturday.
Notification to be added onto the
Facebook groups

/tems for next agenda. These are
expected to include parking
update, ongoing work on Ottomer
Pond, positioning of Christmas
tree and further updates on Solar
Farm, Green Working Committee,
Lloyds banking and the co-option
of a new councillor.

The next Parish Council meeting
will be on Thursday 3 July at Old
Buckenham Village Hall starting at
/.30pm.

Annual Parish meeting

Old Buckenham Parish Council
held its Annual Parish meeting on
Saturday 7 June at the Village Hall.

This was a chance for members of
the public to find out what has
been going on at County, District
and Parish levels over the last
twelve months.

There was not a large audience so
the editor has tried to sum up
what important things were
discussed.

Naomi Bailey welcomed the
residents and introduced our new
Parish Council Clerk Megan Elvin.
First to talk was Sally Honour who
chairs the Green Working
Committee and whose speech is
reported at the start of this
newsletter on page 1.

Keen to speak to those that have
experience or have time to help
seek and apply for grants.

Next was District and Council
Councillor Steve Askew. He
explained that it was a big time for
potential changes in Local
Government. At the moment
government has put out to the
councils to submit preferred
options as to what they see fit on
how councils should be made up
in the future. For instance a large
singular Council for Norfolk and
Suffolk.

The present Breckland Council
supports a three tier system.
Everything is business as usual at
the moment. First appraisals were
submitted in March and by
September this year their final
views need to be submitted.

®



After this it will be the minister
that makes a decision.

Next year should be elections for
a Mayor (uncertain if this is going
ahead as of yet) and he would
like the public to get involved
with devolution and their views
on it. All information can be
found on Breckland website.
Should devolution go ahead, it is
Steve's view that Council Tax may
increase to cover the changes.
Better year for local issues due to
being a dryer year. Potholes not
too bad, no major flooding
issues. Last August we had a new
highways officer appointed to our
area who has been helpful and
picked up a lot of errors from the
previous officer.

Some drainage issues in the
village have been resolved while
others ongoing. One drain on the
B1077 is being championed as a
priority for next year.

Getting information for a 30mph
extension on Fen street is not an
easy task. An assessment of size,
speed and number of cars on the
road took place just before
Easter. Was not happy with how
and where this was done and has
asked for them to do it again.
Breckland Council have also
been asked to submit their views
and preferred options on
devolution.

The 'Pop up pantry' comes to the
Village Hall on Wednesday

mornings and feedback is well
received and doing good. As well
as cheaper food being available it
works with partner organisations
which help pick up where people
may have other issues and
hopefully get the right authorities
involved to help. It is funded by
Breckland and Norfolk
community foundations.

The Prince Harry’s Wood transfer
has been completed over to Old
Buckenham Parish Council.

The Breckland local plan has put
in an increase of new housing
targets and this is 45% for
Breckland. They have to find 903
dwellings per annum, a large
increase of new housing and
there will be more. They want to
work with the community to find
areas for the new houses to be
built. It is important that the
Parish takes a hands-on approach
to this and help find more
suitable areas for the new
housing to be built. Rather than
letting Breckland do it
themselves.

Local plan should be across 18
years (April 2024 to March
2042). Not able to put a number
on how many houses will be built
in Old Buckenham and whether
once this number is met if there
will be no further houses built.
Most parishes in the district
should expect to see some
development.



Eileen Oliver then gave a report
on the Village Hall. It has been
through a trying time this year;
half the committee moved away
or resigned. Have now managed
to build the committee back up
again. Up and running for now
but main problem for the future is
now paying a manager and
paying for cleaners. Bookings are
just about covering everything at
the moment. Will begin to
struggle to manage the hall and to
keep it functioning as it is now.
Need the villagers to put forward
ideas for fund raising events.

Hall has been run for many years
and can run for 15 months with
no immediate effect as there are
enough reserves. Around 95% of
money comes from lettings from
regular people.

Naomi Bailey gave her report as
Chair of the Parish Council. There
have been significant changes to
the council due to reasons
beyond their control. Significant
criminal activity took place which
the council were not aware of.
The previous Clerk stole the
precept from the Council and this
did not come to light until the
August 2024

At the time of this we could not
inform the public due to it being
in the hands of the police.
Someone that we trusted did this
and now trying very hard to get
back on track. Barclays has given
the money back. We are almost

complete in setting up a new bank
account. As a parish we have to go
through certain bank accounts and
procedures and this is almost
sorted.

This issue has taken a large toll on
the councillors but they are doing
their best to get everything back on
track.

Moved location of Christmas tree
and it looked amazing. Big thanks
to Harrow and Ferne for supplying
the electricity.

New Green Working Committee
formed which has taken a large
amount of pressure off the Council.
This is really appreciated.

Posts down Sunnyside to stop the
parents parking on the Green for
school drop off/pick up. Funded by
the residents. Also the strip across
the Green funded by the Parish
Council. This is helping to preserve
the green so big thanks to the
residents for supporting this.

Other parking issues exist and are
trying our best to sort this out.
Drainage works in the village. Luke
at Highways has been a breath of
fresh air and is always doing his
best to give us an answer.

Solar farm which is on Attleborough
Road. Entrances have been built
but the main work is yet to begin.
Lump sum funding being given to
the council of £36,000 or £3,000
over 10 years. Council has decided
to ask for the lump sum. Will then
call another meeting of the village
to get ideas on how to spend it.

&



Old Buckenham Community Car service

The following drivers are providing a service to take people to
the doctors or to hospital appointments and can be contacted at:

Robin Curtis - 01953 860736

John Frost (Attleborough only) - 01953 860841

Lorna Gedge - 01953 860669

Alison Hannah and David Hannah - 01953 861261

Diary dates for July

Here are details of some of the events going on in the village this month

Tuesday 1 Coffee and chat, All Saints Church, 10.30am
Thursday 3 Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 5 Primary School Fete, 11am to 3pm

Monday 7 Monday Mardle, Methodist Church, Zpm for 2.15pm
Wednesday 9 Luncheon Club, Village Hall, 10am to 1.30pm
Wednesday 9 Quiet time at All Saints Church. 7.30pm

Monday 16 Monday Mardle, Methodist Church, 2pm for 2.15pm
Sunday 20 Copy date for August newsletter

Sunday 22 Windmill open for tours, 1pm to 4pm

Thursday 24 Women's Institute, Village Hall. 7.30pm

Friday 25 Mobile Library throughout village from 10am
Saturday 27 Old Buckenham Airshow

Saturday 28 Old Buckenham Airshow

Regular happenings in the village are the Old School Bookshop open Fridays,

Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays between 10am and 4pm, the Fawns (for parents
and their pre-school children) in the Village Hall each Friday morning in term
time from 9am to 10.30am, the Old Buckenham Singers in the Methodist Church
every Tuesday from 7.30pm to 9pm, the village Youth Club meets on Fridays at
the Methodist Church at 6.30pm and 7.30pm and the Shelf Pop Up Pantry is in
the Village Hall Memorial Room every Wednesday from 9.30pm to 11.30am.




W

0L BUCKEN AN

NE E Wednesday
Bk to Sunday

@33

Open TH
Frlday tO pomg
Sunday

oldbuck.com

@ M.0.T station Cam Belt Replacements

. Autologic Diagnostics Exhausts, Batteries, Welding, Tyres

Fully Equipped Body Shop, Spraying,
Insurance and Accident Repairs

@ servicing : Breakdown Service

. Computerised Four-wheel alignment

Norwich I_!oad, New Buckenham, NR16 2BH oﬁice@millhousegarage.co
T: 01953 860572, 01953 860947 . www.millhousegarage.co.
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30 years of Construction Experience
New Build, Extensions, Maintenance, Refurbishment
Kitchens & Bathrooms supplied & fitted
Replacement Windows supplied and fitted - Hardwood and UPVC
Bespoke Conservatories
Fascias & soffits replaced
Hard and Soft Landscaping
Oak Framed Timber buildings
For fast and reliable service please contact

Find us on:
l.i facebook.

www.iwconstruct.com
07733 152710

Always remember to tell our advertisers where you saw their advertisement should you contact them. Thank you.



