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Independent family funeral director

‘Quietly helping and guiding bereaved families for many years now, our
family team offer guidance and direction at a time most needed’

Pre-paid Funeral Plans and Memorialisation available
Fairfields, High Street, Attleborough, NR17 2BT 01953 452455
No 2 Market Place, Wymondham, NR18 OAP 01953 605222
Attleborough@andyfree.com
Wymondham®@andyfree.com

24 hour service

Londis Old Buckenham Stores
and Post Office 01953 860210

Off licence, instore bakery, fresh meats, grocery, chilled and frozen foods,
newspapers and magazines, Lotto, Paypoint, Amazon and DPD collection point,
Evri posting and collection point, hardware and much much more

Serving the community
Open Monday to Saturday 7am to 7pm Sunday 9am to 1pm




This month our sponsors are Deborah and Richard Dunseith. They wish to
celebrate 20 years living in Old Buckenham, a significant birthday and their 25th
wedding anniversary. Our congratulations to them.

If you are interested in 'sponsoring' an issue, it is a nominal cost of £10. There are
only October free this year. Should you have a special occasion that you wish to
celebrate during the year you may be able to share a month with someone else.

Discover Your Village

The Groups and Clubs Morning
will be on Saturday 25 April from
10am to 12.30pm in the Old
Buckenham Village Hall. Are you
curious about all the clubs, groups
and organisations that you hear
about in the village newsletter or
see around the village? You’'ll be
able to meet representatives from
lots of local groups, clubs and
organisations including the Scout
movement, Youth Club, Methodist
Chapel, All Saints Church,
Luncheon Club, Almshouses
Committee, Village Hall
Management Committee, Parish
Council (including Community Car
and Speedwatch), Green Working
Party, Friends of Old Buckenham
Windmill, Old Buckenham Players,
The Shelf Popup Pantry, Fawns
Playgroup, Women'’s Institute,
Bingo Group, the Social Circle and

of course this village newsletter.
They’ll all be ready to chat about
what they do, how they support
village life and how you can get
involved, whether you're looking
for a new hobby, want to
volunteer, or simply want to
know more about what'’s
happening locally. There will be
refreshments - tea and coffee -
and lots of cake. The Scout
group will be running activities
for young people.

Everyone in the village is warmly
invited, come along, discover
something new, and celebrate
the brilliant groups that help
make Old Buckenham such a
great place to live.

More tributes to Michael

Dr Jan Sheldon of St Martins led
more tributes to Michael Bartlett
at the service on Thursday 19

The Old Buckenham Newsletter is published monthly and distributed
free in and around Old Buckenham.

The editor is Ron Brewer of 'Crockslea', Cake Street, Old Buckenham,
NR17 1PS who you can email with your news or your queries about
advertising by going to obnewspostbox@aol.com
You can also keep up with the latest village news and see photos of the
latest activities by going to Attp.//oldbuckenham.blogspot.com
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February. Thank you Pauline for
giving me the opportunity to
present a tribute to Michael - it’s
a great honour for St Martins.

| arrived at St Martins early in
2018. Like any new role there is
always a lot to learn and many
people to meet. After a couple of
weeks one of our Trustees asked
me whether I’d met Michael

Bartlett. | replied that | wasn’t sure.

My Trustee replied that | would
know if I had as Michael was
someone | would not forget if |
had met him. How right this
Trustee was.

A few weeks later Michael arrived
in my office, and | discovered
firsthand what a force of nature he
was but in a very good way. He
came with a list and left me with a
list upon his departure (I'm still
wondering how he managed to
do that!). This became a regular
event and as a result of Michael’s
visits | found myself writing to
royalty, pushing local press for
support and harassing the Bishop.
| was left in no doubt that Michael
would return to find out how | had
progressed with the tasks he left
me. The energy and enthusiasm
Michael had for our work was
limitless. He was and remains a
role model for many of us at St
Martins.

Over the last 15 years or so
Michael has collected over

@
R0
OLD SCHOOL
BOOKSHOP

Quality Books, Gifts,
Tea Room, Events
and more....

OPEN FRI-SAT-SUN-MON
and online 24/7

oldschoolbookshop.co.uk
01953 550525

@Church Rooms, The Green,
Old Buckenham. NR17 1RN

£400,000 for St Martins. Not by
doing great big fundraising bashes
but by quietly encouraging
support for supermarket
collections. Many of you will have
supported him with these
collections and | thank you all for
that.

Michael had a little black book of
contacts at supermarkets who he
kept in regular touch with. He
knew the right people to talk to
and when to ask me to appear and
thank people. He was also in
regular contact with the press.
Throughout the year Michael had
a schedule and we were so
fortunate to have him. It’s fair to
say that our supermarket
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Bob Adams
) Hestia Home Heating Ltd

Commercial Catering, Rayburn, Stanley & Redfyre

specialists
Domestic Gas, Oil & LPG
e 07900241288 07794596107
hestiahome@btinternet.com
@ Proudly promoting equality in the workplace
!‘[;3’:]{‘[“** Hestia Home Heating Ltd 15 regmistered m England and Wales. Company Number: 9021627

Phil T Co.

Servicing all your needs’

House and Garden Maintenance and Improvements,
Paddock Maintenance and Digger Work,

Mobile: 07798 564 717
Email: p.cook0987@btinternet.com

®



collection fundraising has taken a
significant dip over the last couple
of years which only goes to show
what a difference Michael made in
his quiet but determined way.

| think like most people Michael
found the confines of the Covid
lock downs frustrating. As soon as
we were allowed to meet outdoors
Michael invited me over to his
beautiful garden to plan for the
future and | was fortunate enough
to enjoy Pauline’s fabulous
homemade shortbread.

It wasn’t long before Michael was
back at the supermarkets greeting
old friends and fundraising.

| spent a lot of time pondering how
best we could show Michael how
much he was valued by us all at St
Martins. | made an application for
an honour for him thinking that an
MBE or an OBE would be a very
fitting way of recognising his
incredible efforts. There was much
back and forth communication with
the Cabinet Office and then
nothing. | was not happy about this
but it seemed after about four years
that | had reached the end of the
road with my application. | later
discovered that Michael had already
been honoured for his charity work
some years before but in true
Michael style he’d not ever
mentioned it.

The best we could manage was to
recognise him as an incredible
Fundraiser at our 50th anniversary

dinner which | understand from
Pauline that he was reluctant to
attend but she got him there. We
will also be ensuring that his
memory lives on as we name one
of our new projects at
Netherwood Green ‘Bartlett
House'.

/’d also like to share one or two
thoughts from some of my
colleagues who worked closely
with him. Helen is our Head of
Marketing, Communication and
Fundraising she shared with me
that: My memory of Michael is his
unwavering commitment to St
Martins and the way he
encouraged the whole of the Old
Buckenham community to get
involved and this support carries
on today.

| often asked him to be in a photo
and tell me about why he
supported St Martins, but he never
wanted any acknowledgement or
publicity. He was committed and
humble, but he could stubborn
too when he felt strongly about
something. | remember when we
rebranded he wasn't keen on
swapping his tabard to one with
the new logo on it. We tried to
swap the collection buckets over,
only to find he had a collection of
old buckets stacked in his garage
labelled 'the Norwich Night
Shelter' that kept popping up
every time he did a collection.
Bishopbridge House (or the Night
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TONY PERKINS R.BUNN ELECTRICAL

HIGH CLASS BUTCHERS
Richard Bunn

We offer a FREE delivery B i : ' : .
service 5 days a week - LED Lighting - Indoor/Outdoor Lighting
with a minimum spend % a

of just £20. The produce

is fresh, local and we i i EXtenthnS ™ RGWII‘GS - NE:W BU;'dS
also do a terrific range ] ¢ o y

Sfibaties TN Additional Lights & Sockets
Please visit our website o ; .

to see our huge selection : R, T - Mains U pg r‘adeS

of products including
our delicious deli range.

o | P 07899 936057

Competitive Hourly Rates No VAT
Part P Approved

R.BunnElectrical@Gmail.com

AT THRIVE, REDGRAVE ano LOpHAM o
\.ow Cnmmon Road, South Lopham IP2; 2HX

baby massage classes
Starting Sept’ember 2025

baby yoga and music &
movement classes
coming sooh
TEAMS OF 4 PEOPI_E : OB Village Hall Tuesday mornings

£ 1 o PER TEAM To find out more scan the QR code or contact

e —— sally@totstime.co.uk
(!'- . § BOOK VIA EVENTBRITE 1 : “ y?i483857650




Shelter as Michael referred to it)
was extended to accommodate a
further seven beds in 2017, a
result of Michael's fundraising,
This meant that fewer people
were sleeping rough.

Kate, our Vice Chair, remembers:
Michael was an amazing fund
raiser and gathered a great deal
of support in his home village. |
have been to several of the
gatherings he organised on a
Saturday morning where he
presented St Martins with
significant amounts of money
from all the organisations in the
village, church and schools. He
managed to get so many people
involved in this huge fundraising
effort, he really was quite
remarkable. | also recall St
Martins 50th anniversary dinner
when we were on the same table.
He was so surprised and modest
when he received his special
award.

Jo, our Director of Operations,
reminded me how Michael had
recruited her daughter to
fundraising at an early age. Jo
said: | supported Michael with
the St Martins supermarket
collections on a few occasions;
one particular time | took my
daughter and nephew with me. |
remember how lovely Michael
was with them and how he was
recruiting them for future
fundraising. That was my

©®

daughter’s first exposure to
fundraising and it has continued to
this day.

Gareth, one of our Trustees, wanted
to share his memories too. He told
me: Meeting Michael at an Advisory
Board meeting, | volunteered to
help with his St Martins Supermarket
collections at several Tesco or
Morrison Stores. Without drama or
fuss, he would simply ring to ask me
to fill his two hour lunch break on a
set date collecting. A man of few
words, on arrival at the supermarket
| would simply be given a hi viz
tabard, a separate bucket and he
would disappear until promptly
reappearing at 1pm when | would
then go home and he would
continue to patiently stand and
collect for hours. He would ring the
next day telling me of the
extraordinary sum collected and my
contribution. This pattern was
repeated every time | collected at a
supermarket and in my diary, |
would refer to the duty amusingly as
‘Michael's Lunch time lad’! Michael
was the driving force for
supermarket collecting and, along
with his team, consistently collecting
nearly as much as the St Martins
Annual Street collection. What an
amazing legacy he leaves the
Charity.

Michael wasn’t just passionate
about fundraising. He saw the
bigger picture too. Maria, our
Director of Homeless Services,



English buition

As a fully qualified English teacher with 24 years' experience of
teaching English and Literacy intervention in mainstream and special
school settings as well as home tuition, I offer friendly and
professional tuition:

e GCSE English Language/Literature

¢ 'A' Level English Lang and/or Lit

e Primary support for beginner, emergent, struggling readers to
develop phonic knowledge, reading strategies, skills and
comprehension

e Primary and Secondary support to develop writing skills

e Support with dyslexic barriers

e Visual stress (overlay) assessment

Contact Mrs Deirdre Marron 01953 458068/07787 229007

Osteopathy
CHRIS HUNTER Sports Therapy

TREE SERVICES

Myofascial Cupping
Medical Acupuncture

Fully qualified professionals with_ Exercise Prescription
over 22 years of experience. " b Running Remedy

- crown reductions

-dlsmantllng!nﬁ’ﬁin - ' . €‘ ‘-0 a, !!g,,)

Sfellifg N " OSTEOPATHIC & SPORTS
INJURY CLINIC - WATTON

68 High Street
Watton
Thetford
IP257ER

07919 401051

. : ——— £
{m) 07776 253 867 T f
{e) chfis.hunter.tree. services@gmail.com




Chiropody / Podiatry

Connaught Plain
Attleborough
NR17 2EJ

My clinic is all on ground level

David Houghton

Corn and callus treatment
Nail Cutting
Ingrowing toenail removal

Custom made foot orthotics
including Plantar fasciitis treatment

Thickened nails reduced

Verruca freezing

HCPC Registered Chiropodist Made to measure insoles
CH.12503 B.Sc.(Hons) M.Ch.S.
bodthepod@ntlworld.com for Home Visits or in Clinic Footcare products

Telephone for an appointment

reminded me that: Michael was
incredibly passionate about
supporting the work of St Martins,
using all practical measure at his
disposal. Outside of his ongoing
fundraising support he also
approached local, influential
people to further his ambition to
end homelessness, with a keen
focus on people who were
sleeping on the streets.

On one particular occasion,
Michael invited me to join him to
meet a newly appointed
superintendent within Norfolk
Constabulary where he presented
his case for better partnership and
police support to address this
ongoing issue. Michael eloquently
and with considerable confidence,
expressed his frustration and
presented ideas for the
Superintendent to consider while |
sat quietly observing.

This is just a small collection of the

memories and stories Michael
leaves behind at St Martins. | hope
this gives you all an insight into how
important Michael has been to St
Martins and how his legacy will live
on.

Early times at Almshouses

Ray Henning has written about his
experiences of the almshouses: |
now live in Devon but when | first
visited the Almshouses | was a baby
and we must have come from
Croydon by train. | was about four
or possibly five years old. |
remember going by steam train to
Attleborough Station and then on
the bus to Old Buckenham. Later
when Dad had a car we used to
drive up from Lewes in Sussex.
Seemed to take all day back then, it
must have been in the 1950s.

My Great Grandparents Edward
Albert Edwards and Louisa Jane
Edwards (nee Loveday) lived in the




SPECIALIST CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

+/Stain Shielding + Hard Floor Cleaning + Combination Cleaning
v Domestic & Commercials ¢ PPE Used + Cleansing & Sanitising

v Pet Stain Removal & Mattress Cleaning

For a FREE QUOTATION please call John on
07773 456604

far end house (number ten) away
from the road. He was a farm hand
and ploughman until one of the
horses stood on his foot disabling
him so he could no longer work. |
remember visiting as a child, which
must be over 70 years ago as | am
80 this year.

My mum used to come and stay
with her grandparents when she
was a youngster. We also used to
visit Uncle Tom and Aunt Jessie
Gedge (Jessie was my Mums’
mother's sister).

Other memories | have of Old
Buckenham as a child are the cattle
grazing freely on the Green and
being taken down to the forge to
see the blacksmith shoeing the
horses. It must have been
somewhere around 1950. Also
Sunday lunch in the dining room
with Great Grandma producing
from the kitchen two large terrines
full of steaming broad beans with
large knobs of butter melting on
the top. Great Grandad had grown

®

these in the back garden. | can still
taste them now as | am writing this.
Since then | had a very interesting
chat with John Loveday having read
his book ‘The Boy from Rod Alley’.
When | visited in September last
year | got talking to a couple of
chaps in the Ox and Plough, one
who currently lived in one of the
Almshouses and | hope to come
back on another visit soon.

Thinking about producing?
Planning for the Produce Show on
Saturday 5 September is
progressing well. The schedule is
complete and will be dropping
through your letterbox in the next
couple of months. However if
you're eager to start organising
your entry then please email me for
a copy on
deliawebster28@gmail.com

Could you also please let us know
if you have a trophy from last year,
as we would like to know where
they all are. Additionally if you are a
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Gentle Folk

Community
Care

Promoting Health
& Independence

We focus solely on the quality of care
and support the needs of hundreds of
individuals and families daily in the
comfort of their own home.

BA!SY'S DOG GROOMING

5 i ’«) :-'-‘é';

CARLETON RODE
NR16 1RO Live-in Care
Companionship

WE'RE

: ' | HIRING TOO!
: Personal Care
SERWCES : COMTACT Us Medication Support Weekend /
‘ Shopping full / part-time
+ DOG WASHING 0181?53271'4 : waking/ . - vacancies
g/ Sleeping Nights -
-+ DOG GROOMING %’E DﬁiSY'S Dﬂg Gfﬂ(}m%ﬂg Basic Domestic SUppOFt available.
« HAIL TRIMS ' L e ; End of Life Care 01953 887187
* PUPPY GROOMS  doggroomingnorfolk@gmail.com
* AND MANY MORE -~ , Call 01953 887187 or visit our

A X b 2 4 & F 2 ¥ ¢ ¢ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ F ¥ ¥ rXryY y¥rryyvTy¥T T T YT TYTITTY Y

website gentlefolkcare.co.uk f
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Appleyard Hair

ALL PESTS S COUNTRY

SERVICES
Open Monday-Friday
(93021111 . Spm) Wasps ’ Fleas - R'ats . Mice - Moles
Rabbits » Fencing « Landscape
Saturday (9am — 3.30pm)
. . 07917203761 | 01953 433030
Late nights available by allpest10@yahoo.co.uk
appointment only K allpestsandcountry
Call today for a free quote!

01953 887067

Unit 9, The Appleyard B R T T e
Banham, NRI 6 2HE www.allpestsandcountryservices.co.uk




7445 925786
Supplier of quality seasoned
hardwood logs, locally sourced

local business and would be willing
to sponsor a category or provide a
prize, please do get in touch.

All Saints April services
Wednesday 1 April

7pm Holy week meditation
(Benefice service)

Thursday 2 April

7pm Holy Communion for Maundy
Thursday at St Mary's church Eccles
Friday 3 April

2pm 'Stations of the Cross'
meditation for Good Friday
Saturday 4 April

8pm Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
Sunday 5 April

9.30am Holy Communion for
Easter Day

Tuesday 7 April

10am Holy Communion. The First
Tuesday Holy communion is re-
starting in April. It will no longer be
followed by coffee and chat.
Wednesday 8 April

7.30pm A time for Quiet

Reflection, led by a lay member of
All Saints Church

Sunday 12 April

10am Holy Communion at St
Mary's Kenninghall (no service at
All Saints)

Sunday 19 April

9.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday 26 April

9.30am Holy Communion,
followed by the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting

The Church intends to put together
a plan to provide kitchen facilities
within the church. This will be a
long term project for which much
fundraising will be required, but
they hope eventually to make it
possible to hold many more events
within the church for which
refreshments can then be offered.

Bingo once more

Church prize and cash Bingo
continues again in the Village Hall
on Sunday 18 April at 2pm. All
welcome. Raffle and refreshments.
Donations of raffle prizes to Alison
Frank at The Old School House
would be gratefully received.

March Council minutes

These notes by the newsletter
editor have been written from the
draft minutes and so may contain
information that is changed at a
later date.

Old Buckenham Parish Council met

O,



Old Buckenham Swim

Private Swimming & Fitness Centre

Harlingwood Lane, Old Buckenham, Norfolk, NR17 1PT
Would you like to keep fit as a family or with friends?
Jess and Matt Couldridge would like to help
so ring 07792 510389

or email Oldbuckenhamswim@gmail.com
to arrange the private hire of the Leisure Centre’s 48' Swimming Pool,
Sauna and Fitness Room
Private swimming lessons available

THIS IS WHERE YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS CAN RELAX, LOSE
WEIGHT, GET FIT, SWIM AND SHED THOSE EXTRA POUNDS WITH
OUR EXCELLENT FITNESS EQUIPMENT.

¥
/\ Complete Homes

www.completehomesnorfolk.co.uk

01953 861254
07852 182713

High Quality & Energy Efficient
- UPVC, Hardwood & Aluminium

- Windows

- Doors

- Patio & Bi-fold Doors

- Porches

- Conservatories

- Orangeries

« Warm Roofs

- Roof-line & Guttering

ALL WORK COVERED BY 10 YEAR GUARANTEE  [FENSA

= e




’01d Field Barn

Bed & Breakfast

Abbey Road Old Buckenham

\

Contact
Elena on 07887 616410
01953 860074
Or email
contact@oldfieldbarnbandb.co.uk

Located on the outskirts of Old Buckenham,
Old Field Barn offers guests a peaceful nights ~__»
rest in a dedicated bed & breakfast conversion. _ =

Beautifully decorated bedrooms
Full en-suites

Luxury bedding

24 hrs fresh coffee & tea

T.V with Sky satellite, WiFi

Full sized pool table

* ok ok ok %k %

For more details please visit

waw oldfieldbarnbandb.co.uk

Hardwood Firewood Logs

* Free Local Delivery!
« Quality Locally Sourced Seasoned Hardwood
Firewood (Mainly Ash)

+ Sold Per Bulk Bag (Approx Just Under 1 Cubic Metre)
* Dry, Barn Stored & Very Well Seasoned Perfect Size,
Split & Ready to Burn
« Please Contact Charlie:

07340 258 723

Or Find Us On Facebook: C.Haynes Firewood

Quality F?l"ewobd
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EMERALD TREE SPECIALISTS LTD

"Caring for our trees and customers”
JOHN DAVISON NR16 2PF

Covering the “Seven Parishes” of Old Buckenham, New Buckenham, Banham,
Quidenham, Eccles, Wilby and Kenninghall.

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY CARRIED OUT TO BS3998

CROWN REDUCTIONS
CROWN LIFTING
CROWN THINNING
SECTIONAL DISMANTLING
FELLING
HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING
TREE AND HEDGE PLANTING
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
ALL ARISINGS CHIPPED AND CLEARED

FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
EDEXCEL QUALIFIED ARBORIST / NPTC TRAINED AND QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED
TEL: 01953 860792 / MOB 07901 917 081
Email : emeraldtrees@btinternet.com
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ﬂe&paﬁenmdecaﬁed cupcates , biscuits &
and sweets tieats.

%

N, Cake, cupeatie and paent and child
cup p
classes.

Learn te decorvate yeun ewn beautiful
creations in a levely calte studio, based in

Old Buckenham.
For details wisit

www_facebook/littlewrenscakes

Cn email Iittlewrenscakes@gmail.comL' |
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Breckland Brush
Chimney Sweep

est.2010

All appliances swept

sweep@brecklandbrush.co.uk

01933 881579 / 07966 298777

Qualified Experienced Professional

Norfolk Osteopathic Clinics
Tacolneston Osteopaths
Aylsham Osteopathic Practice

Yvonne Ayliffe

D.0.,POD, FSCCO, BSIDent, MICrA, CNHC,
RMTI Consultant

‘ \ 9 The Fields, Tacolneston NR16 1DG

| Tel: 01953 789629

| Moh:07818 747776
reception@norfolkost.co.uk
www.norfolkost.co.uk

*Back, neck, headaches & migraines
«Sporting injuries & structural problems
*Muscular, joint & nerve problems
*Cranial Osteopathy for all ages
«Paediatric qualified for children & babies
*Experienced osteopath qualified for

over 40 years

€ 10,
‘ Sutherland Cranial College 1

OF OSTEOPATHY |||| I\\lll 1L
PATHY

“The time leading up to
the funeral was made
bearable knowing that
you were at the end of
the telephone.”

-
RECOMMENDED

- from a family we have
cared for at Rosedale

? Rosedale

FUNERAL HOME

We are a family business and promise to
provide exceptional care and a truly personal
24 hour service, when you need it most.

High Street, Attleborough
Tel: 01953 452538

www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk
T TR T e T
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on Thursday 5 March at

Old Buckenham Village Hall. Those
present were Councillors Naomi
Bailey (Chair), Doug Irons (Vice
Chair), Stan Burton, Lesley Evison,
Pete Twissell and Darren Butler.
Apologies had been received from
Steve Gowers and David Taylor. In
attendance was Megan Elvin
(Clerk) and eight members of the
public. The minutes of the meeting
held on Thursday 5 February were
approved (5 in favour 1 abstained).
Public participation, open

forum. Member of public said that
the path that runs from Norfolk
House along to the shop gets very
dangerous and muddy when it is
wet. The Parish Council will
investigate. Another member of
public asked if a bigger bin can be
provided outside the shop. The
present one gets overfull very
quickly and then causes rubbish to
be blown across the Green. Will
look into providing a second/find
out who is responsible for the one
currently there.

Signage in the village. Give way
sign from Harlingwood Lane onto
Cake Street is covered by
hedgerow. Letter to be sent to
resident to cut the hedge back and
to consult Highways. Also just past
the rookery down Cake Street the
signage of junction ahead is
covered in hedgerow, same action
required.

Financial matters. The Barclays
Community Account currently
holds £10,507.82 with a further
£3,637.29 in the Lloyds Community
Account. Payments for approval
totalled £861.15. These included
£156.15 to the community car
drivers, room hire fees of £42.50
and a late submission fine to
HMRC of £200. Payment also
issued to TBF Traffic Ltd of £438,
initially approved in December for
work to be carried out at
Puddledock Corner.

The late filing fines have occurred
due to waiting for salaries to be
approved in the meeting before
filing with HMRC. This then means
that some dates the filing does not
fall within the given dates. To avoid
this in future, contracted hours will
be filed and paid last working day
of each month. Any additional
hours/expenses will then be added
to the following month’s

payment. The present RFO Julia
Aitken is to stand down one month
early due to other work
commitments which prevents her
from carrying out the role
sufficiently. She will be stepping
down from the end of March this
year. Megan Elvin is to take on the
position of RFO on top of that of
Clerk, additional hours to be
discussed in April’s meeting. All
approved (6 in favour)

Councillors’ and District



OLD BUCKENHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

CONTACTDETAILS

For general enquiries please contact
the Parish Clerk. If you do not have
internet access you can drop a letter
into the parish council post box at
the village hall

Parish Clerk and RFO Megan Elvin
clerk@oldbuckpc.co.uk

PARISH COUNCILLORS

Naomi Bailey, (Chair)
pc99bailey@gmail.com
07432 652177

Darren Butler

Stan Burton, pc99burton@gmail.com
07787 168562

Lesley Evison, pc99evison@gmail.com
07796 136399

Steve Gowers, pc99gowers@gmail.-
com 07765 861770

Doug Irons, pc99irons@gmail.com
07808 611938

David Taylor, pc99taylor@gmail.com
07759 737422

Peter Twissell, pc99twissell@gmail.com
07826 375356

@

opy for the May newsletter

will need to be with the editor
by

Monday 20 April

Contributions by email to
obnewspostbox@aol.com

’--------------\
\--------------'

\--------------------’

Councillor’s reports. Steve Askew
was unable to attend but provided
a short report. Naomi Bailey
wondered if the old phone box
could have a further use? Previously
had been suggested to be used as a
book swap but too close to the
pond. Megan Elvin reported on
correspondence she had received.
One from UK Power Network
about wanting to install broadband
for a client but the telegraph pole is
within the land registry NK455181
which the current property owner
has claimed is not their address and
is part of the Green. The Clerk to
contact Sarah Dye and ask for
advice. Also from a member of
public wishing to use the Green for
a family picnic in July. No
application required for this but
responded to ask that no cars to be
parked on the Green. Three letters
have been sent to transport
companies whose drivers have
been using Hargham Road in
vehicles over the 7.5t weight limit.
New planning applications. The
Cottage, Loss Wroo, Hargham

@,



Road. Single-storey rear extension
to replace conservatory
(PL/2026/0206/HOU). No issues.
Proposal to support was approved
(6 in favour).

Green Working Committee.
Meeting held in February. Steve
Barker is to cut back pathway from
school towards the Ox and Plough.
Looking into quotes and estimates
to clear Rod Alley Pond. Only one
bat box left on the Green and
looking to get some new ones put
up. Structure of Committee is two
green rights holders, two Parish
Councillors, two members of the
public and the Lord of the Manor.
This cannot be changed. There was
a litter pick and fallen branch pick
up in March and Wednesday 22
April is another volunteer day. The
first cut of the Green has been
postponed until July due to the
grass being too wet to cut. An area
will be left wild. Will be querying
increase on wayleaves. Risk
assessments have been agreed and
they need to be followed. Terms of
Reference for Green Working
Committee will need updating.
Ottomer Pond. The Flood authority
has issued correspondence to the

landowner to carry out the clearing.

The questions needing to be
answered are who within the Parish
Council has been assigned the task
of being pro active at arranging for
this watercourse to be cleared out
so that the flow of water from the

pond is not restricted, what plan of
action has been put in place, who
you intend to contact and how do
you intend to ensure an
enforcement notice is issued to
both land owners to clear any part
of the watercourse next to their
land and what plan do you have in
place for the stretch of watercourse
that runs between the high school
and the stud which will also have
Riparian rights. At the moment we
cannot move further than what we
already have. The Clerk to chase
NCC again. At the pond area there
is a lot of bull rushes which are
catching on the drain. Councillors
to be pro active and clear this when
it occurs.

Parking. Less cars are parking at
The Gamekeeper and more cars
parking down Abbey Road. Not a
lot more the School can do as we
cannot stop people parking. We do
not have the authority. The High
school newsletter which goes out
weekly has the parking
arrangements at the Gamekeeper.
Crown Road parking and

repairs. The trees that run down
Crown Road are self seeding. Used
to be a small ditch there. There is
ample parking in other areas by the
book shop and pub that people can
use to park. Idea to make the area
very shallow and posts around it to
stop the parking from getting
bigger or repair the Green back to
what it should be and install



Quality First Aid Training
Fun & friendly
Locally based courses

KM First Aid, Wilby

1st aid courses for the
workplace, schools,
volunteers and families.

Public courses held in Old Buckenham
throughout the year.

Mental Wellbeing 1st aid training for all.

Call 07971 442347

www.kmfirstaid.co.uk
kate@kmfirstaid.co.uk
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Our next meeting is on
Thursday 23 April at 7.30pm in
Old Buckenham Village Hall
Alovely Social Evening for our Members

Puddings & Pictures
Puddings to taste and a ‘Guess who
the baby is” Photo Competition.

We have refreshments with home-made
cakes/biscuits, a raffle and competitions. we also
have Book Group, Gardening Group, Scrabble
meetings and a Graft Group which meet every
month. We are a friendly group of women of all ages
and welcome new members and visitors to come and

See us.
S . & / “ix%;’?@%
sz el
www.thewi.org.uk Charity No 278206 01d Buckenham WI

Carpenter/ Multi Trader

* Carpentry ¢ General Building
* Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Door Hanging
¢ Tiling * Fencing

No Job Too Small

References Supplied

Carpenter/ Multi Trader

Over 25 Years Experience

Ben Butcher
Tel: 01953 716055 Mobile: 07876 570876

Email: benrbutcher@hotmail.co.uk

Jon Mellor
UPHOLSTERER

Antique or
Modern
Domestic
Upholstery
Specialist

Phone

01953 454919

for
free, friendly
estimates and advice




bollards to stop cars from parking
there. Public in attendance at the
meeting were also asked for their
opinion and seven out of eight
voted to completely fill in the
parking areas. Proposal to repair
back the Green was approved (5 in
favour, 1 abstained). Signs to be
put up to advise on other parking
facilities around the village and Stan
Burton to take measurements of
the area and pass to the Clerk to
get quotes for soil.

Repairs to the Green. Two quotes
had been obtained to repair the
Green. One was for £250 including
VAT and other did not give a
price. Proposal to go with first
quote was approved (6 in favour).
Parish Council will pay for the
repairs and then invoice David
Tranmer who has been made
aware.

Volunteer Meet and Greet

Day. This will be held on

Saturday 25 April between 10am
and 12.30pm. The Parish Council
will provide the latest copy of
minutes and agenda coming up.
Also brief synopsis of each
councillor and information on the
Community Car Scheme.

Solar Farm update. Doug Irons

is currently in talks with
representative to arrange a face to
face meeting regarding this. Ideas
provided from member of public
regarding what to do with the

possible funds include electric car
charging point in village hall car
park, replacing main lighting in
village hall to LED (saving energy)
and grant towards renovation of
windmill (changing old production
of energy). The Clerk to put out
onto social media for more ideas.
The funding is potentially coming
this way. It is not a guarantee but
ideas are welcome.

Community Car update.
Application for funding has been
submitted. David Taylor to take on
Community Car Co-ordinator role
and the Clerk to purchase six
Highway Codes for the drivers.
Proposal to purchase these was
approved (6 in favour).

Approval of policies. The following
policies require approval: IT Policy
(new policy), Safeguarding Policy
(new policy), Publication Scheme
(new policy), Reserves Policy (new
policy), Health & Safety Policy
(annual review), Anti-Bullying and
Harassment Policy (annual review),
Anti-Bullying and Harassment
Guide (annual review), Disciplinary
Policy (annual review)and
Complaints Procedure (annual
review). Proposal to approve was
agreed (6 in favour).

Internal Audlit. Quote received
from a recommended internal
auditor. It was £200 to carry out a
thorough review of governance
and financials with



recommendations if necessary.
Extra charge of 45p per mile if
required to travel. No other quotes
received back but need to have this
audit to cover the External Audit.
Proposal to agree was approved (6
in favour).

Approval of Asset of Asset Register
Appendix B. Proposal to agree was
approved (6 in favour).

Footpath along the Green/pothole
refill outside shop. Three quotes
had been provided, one for £3650
excluding VAT, another for £9840
including VAT and a third for
approximately £8000. Proposal to
go with first quote was approved (6
in favour). Will be in receipt of a
refund from NCC from Parish
Partnership scheme of £3127 and
this will be used to go towards the
repairs.

Embankment outside Hargham
Road Cottages. Letter created to
send to residents regarding the
further requirements for drainage.
Parish Council meetings for next
twelve months. These will be

on Thursday 2 April, Wednesday 6
May, Thursday 4 June, Annual
Parish Meeting Saturday 13 June,
Thursday 2 July, Thursday 6 August,
Thursday 3 September, Thursday 1
October, Thursday 5 November,
Thursday 3 December, Thursday 7
January 2027, Thursday 4 February
2027 and Thursday 4 March 2027.
/tems for next agenda. These are
expected to include Use of Green

D

For the control of
moles, rabbits,

rats, mice
and other pests

please call Robert on
07743 283135 or
email
rjprown5232@yahoo.
co.uk

Buckenham House
Holistic Tl ﬁenyaies

Holistic & Advanced Facials
Reflexology
Swedish Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Pregnancy Massage
Pedicures

“Jane makes you feel completely at
ease and she takes care in her work. |
would definitely recommend”

To book an appointment & for
enquiries, contact Jane on
07956340303
OR
Scan the QR Code to visit my
Facebook Page

New Buckenham Rd,
Old Buckenham, NR17 1PW




P GARWOOD

Building & Alterations
Paving & Driveways

Groundworks &
Drainage

Fencing & Decking
Mini Digger work

Call Paul on
07775 621721

or 07775 617100
Estimates - Friendly Advice
Work Guaranteed

SMART GARDENS

Lawns & borders
maintained
Spring & Autumn
pruning
Hedges trimmed

For a free quote ring
Vicky or Alan
01953 860451

vickyal0712@icloud.com

Larkins Fuel Merchants griowe,

Old Buckenham
NR17 1PE
Tel: 01953 861145
Mobile: 07585547289
www.coalandlogsnorfolk.co.uk

Regular deliveries to all local areas
Range of smokeless coals always in stock from all leading brands
Area distributors of Certainly Wood HETAS approved kiln dried
hardwood logs available in 1.2m3 & 1.6m3 bulk bags or
individual smaller bags - including offcuts and heat logs
Water Softner Salt always in stock

BUY IN CONFIDENCE FROM YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL APPROVED
INDEPENDENT COAL AND FIREWOOD SUPPLIER

@



Application, Ottomer Pond, Crown
Road parking and repairs, repairs
to the Green, Solar Farm update,
Hargham Road Cottages and
update on footpath along Green.
The next Parish Council meeting
will be on Thursday 2 April in Old
Buckenham Village Hall at 7.30pm.

CQC Inspection Report
Charlie McDowell, the Practice
Manager at Fast Harling and
Kenninghall Medlical Practice
would like to provide an update
regarding the Care Quality
Commission (CQC) inspection
report for the Practice, which has
recently been published on the
CQC website.

The report refers to the inspection
process that began on 31 January

THE BUCKS
PHOTOSHOW

THE VILLAGE HALL,
NEW BUCKENHAM .

|| 8 MAY . 7:30PM ‘TILL LATE
“" 9 MAY « 10AM - 5PM

>:§ 10 MAY + 10AM — 1PM

FREE ENTRY * LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHERS
BAR & REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

photoshow@newbuckenham.net

2024, with the on-site inspection
taking place on 26 June 2024,
when the Surgery was visited by
three CQC inspectors and a CQC
Medicines Inspector.

Following the inspection, there
was a significant delay before the
report was produced. During this
period, we received only
occasional communication from
CQC advising that the delay was
due to technical challenges,
including issues generating
reports. A draft report was
eventually received in August
2025, more than 14 months after
the on-site inspection.

After reviewing the draft report,
the Practice identified a number of
factual inaccuracies and submitted
a detailed response to CQC. We
also raised a formal complaint
about the length of time taken to
produce the report. Our Patient
Participation Group (PPG)
supported the Practice during this
process and submitted a letter on
behalf of our patients.

In January 2026, CQC confirmed
that our complaint would be
partially upheld following their
investigation. Feedback addressing
the concerns raised about the
report was then received in
February 2026, with several of the
inaccuracies acknowledged by
CQC. However, the final report
was published on the same day

(23)



this feedback was issued,

without adjustments for these
Inaccuracies.

While inspections are an important
part of maintaining high standards
across healthcare services, we want
to reassure our patients that the
recently published report attempts
to reflect the Practice as it was at the
time of the inspection in June 2024,
and does not represent the Surgery
as it is today.

Since the inspection, we have made
significant progress across the
Practice. We have strengthened our
clinical team by recruiting four
Salaried GPs who are now well
established alongside our Partners.
We also have a highly effective non-
clinical support team, and we
continue to focus on improving the
services we provide to our patients.
Our Patient Participation Group has
recognised the positive changes that
have been made and continues to
share this message within the wider
patient community. In particular,
they have highlighted the significant
Improvements in patient access to
appointments.

Patient feedback remains extremely
positive and we are committed to
continuing to build on this progress
to ensure we deliver safe, effective
and accessible care for everyone
registered at the Practice.

Thank you for your continued
support.

Bucks Photoshow is coming.
The tenth biennial Bucks
Photoshow will take place from
Friday 8 to Sunday 10 May at New
Buckenham Village Hall. It's a
wonderful opportunity for people
from both Old and New
Buckenham to share their
photographs with the public. It
welcomes photographers of all
abilities, and especially encourages
anyone who has never exhibited
before.

For £20 you rent an 8ft by 4ft
display board on which you can
arrange however many
photographs you wish. It’s your
space. If you can’t fill a board,
you’re welcome to share with
another photographer.

You put up your pictures before
the show opens on Friday

evening and take them down after
it closes on Sunday lunchtime. It’s
entirely up to you whether you
offer your work for sale.

We would be very pleased to hear
from local photographers who
have not exhibited before but may
be interested. Please email Sonya
(photoshow@newbuckenham.net)
and you’ll be sent full guidance
notes.

Village Hall news.

The Village Hall Management
Committee met on Wednesday 4
March. Those present were Chair
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X\ PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, PAINTING & CLEANING

o Roof & Chimney repairs.
& Re-roofing, re-builds & cowls.
o Guttering, fascia & soffit repairs and full replacement - wood, UPVC, cast iron.

Contact us for a free quote: o/ External painting.

L 07979 260320 " Pressure Washing - drives, patios & roofs.
l. 07393 341934 « Solar Panel cleaning & bird proofing.

%, 01953457896 & Patio B brickwork re-pointing.

<] mminstallations@outlook.com &/ Cherry Picker Hire with Operator available.

@ www.cleaningandheights.co.uk o Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural buildings covered.

o Specialists in working at height.

v “Save Emoney by avoiding scaffolding costs...”

=) Based in Old Buckenham 8 Established 15 Years ~ msp Fullylnsured s FamilyRun  msp Reliable & Quality Service

Gina Stanfield, Secretary lan AGM next month.
Coyle, Hall manager and Booking Waste bin collection renewal is
clerk Stacey Reed, Alison Frank, due next month and there has

Teresa Kemp, Pete Twissell, Tracey been aslightincrease in fee.
Hayden, Graham Dye, Jay Lucas The Parish council will need to
and Jenny Devaux. Apologies had move their May meeting date due
been received from Chris Dalton  to the local elections taking place
and Eileen Oliver. Minutes of last ~ and the Village Hall being used as
meeting were agreed and signed. @ polling station. The committee
Theresa Kemp has kindly agreed ~ agreed move their meeting to the

to take on the role of vice chair. following week to allow the Parish
The hall needs to look to recruit Council to have theirs on the
volunteers for help with Wednesday.

marshalling events, helping with For future events a murder

the bar setting up for events, etc. ~ mystery evening will be discussed
Chair will put a notice in the and the secretary will look at
village newsletter and on social trying to put together a

media asking for volunteers. The programme of monthly talks and
Hall AGM will be held next month. the vice-chair will look into a film
Accounts have been passed over night. .

to Pete Twissell for auditing. Final Laura (the web designer for the

the new website for £23 a month,

®



the committee agreed to this. lan,
Teresa and Tracey will represent
the village hall at the ‘meet and
greet’ event on Saturday 25 April.
The committee would like to
kindly remind village residents
that the Village Hall and car park
is not funded via council tax. All
funding for the running and
maintenance of the hall, car park
and grounds is raised by the
village hall through room hire,
events and donations. The new
website was very kindly funded
by the Parish Council through
their Precept Grant scheme. The
Players have unplugged the
hearing loop, it can be plugged
back in if needed.

It was proposed that after the
AGM the committee will have
planning meeting to discuss how
best to take the hall forward in
the coming year. The next
meeting will be at 6pm on
Wednesday 8 April followed by
the Planning meeting.

Your ideas needed

Old Buckenham Parish Council is
currently exploring how to best
utilise a potential community
fund of £36,000 from the local
solar farm development. While
these funds are not yet
guaranteed, we are proactively
gathering ideas to ensure we
have a clear, community-backed

plan ready. The solar company
requires specific information on
how the parish intends to use the
money before any final
agreements are reached and the
money must go towards
something that will benefit the
entire community.

The Parish Council was offered a
choice between ten annual
instalments of £3,600 or a single
one-off payment of £36,000. We
believe the one-off payment is
the superior option, as it allows
us to fund a significant project
that will provide a lasting benefit
for the entire community.

We have already begun a list of
potential projects, including:
Contributions towards a new
cemetery.

Installing electric vehicle (EV)
charging bays at the Village Hall.
Replacing the Village Hall lighting
with modern, low-energy LED
lighting.

Providing a grant towards the
renovation of the Windmill.

Do you have a different vision for
how this money could benefit
our village? We are strictly in the
"idea-gathering" phase and
welcome all suggestions that
serve the public good. You can
send your suggestions by email
to clerk@oldbuckpc.co.uk. Or
you can write a letter or note and
post into the bottom post box



next to the Village Hall front door.
Please mark all correspondence
"For the attention of Megan Elvin."
We look forward to hearing your
thoughts on how we can improve
Old Buckenham for everyone.

Lilies in All Saints

Remember that the flower
arrangements using around 150
lilies will be around to all to pop
in to All Saints and see after the

Easter Sunday service on Sunday
5 April.

Waiting to sing

The Old Buckenham Singers,
since starting in November 2021
has gone from strength to
strength and has now reached full

Exhibition ' .%,
| 25-26 Apr 2026 LA

10am - 4pm ?

New Buckenham Village Hall, Moat Lane, NR16 2AU

had to make the difficult decision to
open a waiting list for anyone
wishing to join in the future. They
are a well-being singing group and
meet every Tuesday in the
Methodist Chapel. Contact Jill on
07756 233064 or
JillStevenson.irons

@hotmail.co.uk for any enquiries.

Murder in our Village Hall

Old Buckenham Players present
This Murder Was Stagedfrom
Thursday 21 to Saturday 23 May

at the Old Buckenham Village Hall.
A fast-paced, family friendly farce
where everyone is a suspect; even
you!

Join the cast of a brand-new murder
mystery play as they find
themselves centre-stage in a real-life
murder investigation. With the help
of a genuine detective, can

they uncover the killer in an
amount of time roughly equivalent
to the run-time of the original play?
Can they find anyone who likes the
director? And can somebody
please explain what’s going on to
the leading man. With a cast full of
eccentric characters with
questionable memories, this play
will keep you guessing (and
laughing) all the way to the final
curtain call. Get your tickets now,
£12 each, at

www. ticketsource.co.uk/
oldbuckenhamplayers.

&



Old Buckenham Community Car service

The following drivers are providing a service to take people to
the doctors or to hospital appointments and can be contacted at:

Robin Curtis - 01953 860736

John Frost (Attleborough only) - 01953 860841

Lorna Gedge - 01953 860669

Alison Hannah and David Hannah - 01953 861261

Diary dates for April

Here are details of some of the events going on in the village this month

Thursday 2
Sunday 5
Wednesday 8
Thursday 9
Monday 13
Saturday 18
Saturday 19
Monday 20
Thursday 23
Saturday 25
Monday 27

Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30pm

Lilies on display in All Saints

Luncheon Club, Village Hall, 10am to 1.30pm

Social Circle, Village Hall, 7.15pm for 7.30pm

Shelf pop-up shop at Village Hall, 9.30am to 11.30am
Church Prize and Cash Bingo, Village Hall, Zpm
Windmill open for tours, 1pm to 4pm

Copy date for May newsletter

Women's Institute, Village Hall, 7.30pm

Meet village organisations, Village Hall, 10am to 12.30pm
Shelf pop-up shop at Village Hall, 9.30am to 11.30am

Regular happenings in the village are the Old School Bookshop open
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays between 10am and 4pm, the
Fawns (for parents and their pre-school children) in the Village Hall
each Friday morning in term time from 9am to 10.30am, the Old
Buckenham Singers in the Methodist Church every Tuesday from
7.30pm to 9pm and the village Youth Club meets on Fridays in the
Methodist Church at 6.30pm.
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@ M.0.T station Cam Belt Replacements

. Autologic Diagnostics Exhausts, Batteries, Welding, Tyres

Fully Equipped Body Shop, Spraying,
Insurance and Accident Repairs

@ servicing : Breakdown Service

. Computerised Four-wheel alignment

Norwich I_!oad, New Buckenham, NR16 2BH oﬁice@millhousegarage.co
T: 01953 860572, 01953 860947 . www.millhousegarage.co.
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30 years of Construction Experience
New Build, Extensions, Maintenance, Refurbishment
Kitchens & Bathrooms supplied & fitted
Replacement Windows supplied and fitted - Hardwood and UPVC
Bespoke Conservatories
Fascias & soffits replaced
Hard and Soft Landscaping
Oak Framed Timber buildings
For fast and reliable service please contact

Find us on:
l.i facebook.

www.iwconstruct.com
07733 152710

Always remember to tell our advertisers where you saw their advertisement should you contact them. Thank you.



